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Kate Malkani 

 

Best wishes to all for a great 2014.  

A couple of pairs had a good finish to last 

year. Janice Thomson and Eddie 

McGeough were first overall in Scotland in 

the SBU simultaneous pairs scoring 

69.30%. 

The Ayrshire pairs had a new format this 

year and a new date early in the season for 

the final. But I’m pleased to say, no new 

winners! As John Bryson and Jim Tudor 

finished first for the 4
th

 time. 

 

So, what’s new for 2014? First off, there 

will be a charity Simultaneous Pairs event 

held on a weekday afternoon. Thursday 24
th

 

January at the ABC the event will raise 

funds for the Philippines appeal. Check the 

ABU website for more details on this and if 

you’re not on my email list then why not?!! 

Email me at the address at the top of this 

page to get regular news and results 

updates.  

 

The Norvite simultaneous pairs is in its 

third year in Ayrshire and the formula of 

Aggregate with some challenging hands has 

proved popular. That’s on Wednesday 15
th

 

January, 7 o’clock start. No need to pre-

enter. 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.pleasanttimes.com/images/playing-cards.jpg&imgrefurl=http://post-notes.blogspot.com/2008/01/justice-dealt-following-attack-on.html&usg=__2g67f76T_qzVnrAOQTAhDXAwCSA=&h=650&w=689&sz=33&hl=en&start=3&um=1&tbnid=8KawzTZ12A6vEM:&tbnh=131&tbnw=139&prev=/images?q=playing+cards&ndsp=20&um=1&hl=en&sa=N
mailto:james_tudor@msn.com
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In the last Bulletin we reported how Gordon Smith, David Wiseman, Stuart 

McCreadie and John Dick came close in the quarter final of the Scottish 

cup. In the Gold cup (Britain’s premier event) David Wiseman, Ralph 

Wiseman, Stuart McCreadie and John Dick had a narrow defeat to a strong 

Scottish team.  

David Wiseman relayed this story to me about one of the hands. I so wish 

it had resulted in a better outcome but the red face would have been a sight: 

 

“……a remarkable hand we played. Ralph put us in a 7NT missing an ace. 

Brian Spears announced "I know what to do with that" and promptly 

doubled. After three quick passes he almost had his ace gleefully on the 

table, when I pointed out that it wasn't his lead!! His face was a picture. 

Unfortunately, the story didn't have a happy ending. Derek Diamond led 

another suit, but there were only 12 tricks on any lead.” 

 

In this Month’s Bulletin Janice Thomson interviews Sam Malkani. As 

Janice says, he is a brilliant player but also he is one of the hardest working 

for bridge in Ayrshire.  

Ian Dalziel gives some background to the Ayrshire Bulletin and proposes 

an archive for this and other ABU information. Something worth pursuing 

I think. 

Stewart Duguid kindly expands on his 5 card major system. Read if you 

dare !!  

The interviewee this month is Sam Malkani. Sam has been playing bridge for some time, is a regular player in three 

clubs that I know of and plays in the team leagues both in Ayrshire and Glasgow. Widely regarded as an expert player, 

Sam has kindly agreed to be interviewed. 

 

1. Sam, for some considerable time, you have been regarded as one of our really top players both locally and 

nationally. Please tell us how you came to play the game...for example do you come from a bridge-playing 

family? 

 

My parents taught me to play Rubber Bridge when I was about nine years old. We occasionally played a few rubbers 

of Bridge in the evening. It was the old method where an ace was one trick, king ½ a trick and a KQ one trick—you 

needed 2½ tricks to open the bidding. 

As you can guess, the bidding was extremely hit or miss and you needed good card play to make up for the bidding. 

I remember nostalgically, my father, when he was having a particularly long run of poor hands, would put a hanky on 

his head and walk round the table three times.(Love this image Sam). 

I started to play duplicate Bridge at Kilwinning BC, then latterly at Beith with Bill and Peggy Anderson (I'm sure 

there are those old enough to remember them). I have stayed loyal to Kilwinning Club and still play for them in the 

league. 

 

2. Can you provide for our readers some of the high (and low!) points of your bridge career? 

 

One of my proudest moments was being selected to play for Scotland in the Senior Camrose. However the proudest 

occasion was being asked to captain Scotland in the following year's event and the team winning. I was asked to be 

captain again the following year but the team that year was not as successful. As you all know, if you are not 

successful the boot is sure to follow! 

 

3. What would you say are the best things to look for in a bridge partner? 

All I am looking for in a good partner is someone who does not make silly mistakes and has to put up with me. 

 Continued on Page 3     

 

 
by Janice Thomson. 
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Continued from page 2 

4. What elements strike you as per the current bridge scene in Ayrshire? 

 

There are more bridge players in Ayrshire now than there were 20 years ago. Sadly they seem to have no interest in 

playing in local or national events. When I started playing at clubs, I would enter all the local and national 

competitions available. Bridge is more a social thing now and there is nothing wrong with that. 

 

5. Your Bridge teaching and the Doon club you started have been a great, much-needed positive in bringing 

folk in to the game. Are you hopeful that these fairly new players will participate further in Ayrshire bridge? 

For example, like Doon, there are a good number of well-attended afternoon clubs but not so many of the 

participants take part in Ayrshire competitions. Please give us your thoughts on this... 

 

I enjoy teaching bridge. My policy has always been the same. I give them the basics of bidding and play and it's up to 

them to add the extras to make them competitive. 

The Doon Bridge Club is mostly made up of my former bridge classes. They are doing a great job of running it 

themselves, using the bridgemates and getting the scores on the web just after play. A number of them play at other 

clubs and a team has entered the Ayrshire Cup. Next year they hope to enter a team in the League.(All terrific Sam). 
 

6. (a) The range of national competitions is diminishing. In your opinion is there anything which can be done to 

retrieve this situation? 

 

The reason for the loss of entrants is definitely not financial. The only reason I can think of is people's changing 

attitude towards gathering Master Points and advancing towards the final goal of Grand Master. 

 

   (b) In the light of the above, in what ways can you see our game moving forward? For example, different 

formats, more local events etc. 

 

    How can the game move forward? If only I had the answer! 

 
7. The S.B.U. has recently launched a “Better Behaviour” campaign with attractive posters. It certainly seems 

as if the S.B.U. Council is doing something positive re the falling number of entries to competitions. What do 

you think of this campaign and are there other things you think could be done? 

 

The SBU's Better behaviour campaign is a complete waste of time and money. The huge sum of money spent on this 

beggars belief. 

Every bridge player knows how they should behave at the table, even if they don't at the time. 

There is also a legal implication that has not been considered. Consider this scenario: If I was playing with Kate in a 

competition and the Director was summoned as I had been rude to Kate and everyone at the table, except me, agreed. 

The ruling body would probably decide that I should be banned from playing for a period of time. If I got Kate to 

change her mind and took the Bridge District to court, suing them for loss of playing privileges and defaming my 

character, there would be considerable financial exchange of funds. 

 
8. (a) There are different systems being played/taught...e.g. Acol with weak no trump;12-14 with Three Weak 

Twos; Strong no trump with five-card majors etc. etc. I have heard you say that you like a natural system...can 

you expand a bit on this?...a lot even! 

 

If I am playing with someone for the first time, I like to play a simple system. However, I play a fairly complicated 

system when playing in the Glasgow league.  

The system I prefer is Standard American;15-17 NT with five-card majors. 

 
  (b) What advice would you give to aspiring players? 

The best advice I can give novices is to be disciplined. I often see them opening with minimal values then bidding 

again in a competitive auction. I also see the (so called) better players mishandling suit combinations. 

You have to be confident in your bidding and play and not be intimidated by your opponents. 
Thanks Sam...a really interesting set of responses. I have enjoyed reading them as will the readers. 
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1, Limit bid – a variation on the first example at the top of the page. South will have 10-12 points for the raise to 

the 3 level. 

 

2, Limit bid – this time a limit bid by opener showing 15-17 points. 

 

3, Forcing – Opener has limited his hand with the 1NT opener so the 3S bid is forcing, showing a 5 card suit. 

Opener should bid 3NT with a doubleton Spade and 4S with 3 or 4 Spades. 

Playing Transfers the sequence would be : 

 

 

 

 

4, Limit bid - In competitive auctions it’s not always easy to judge what your partner has but here 3D is not 

forcing. With anything more than 14 points North would need to make a forcing bid or raise to 4D or 3NT etc.. 

 

5, Forcing – North is the one that has limited his hand, with the 1NT rebid showing 15-16 points. So 3H is 

forcing to Game. 

 

6, The jump rebid in the same suit (showing a 6 card suit) asks South to go on if maximum and Pass if 

minimum. This is slightly different to example 5 where the 3 level bid was forcing after the 1NT rebid. 

 

So my New Year’s tip is – Know your Limits! And know your Forcing bids as well. 

 

 

 

Know Your Limits! 
Recently I’ve seen some experienced players misunderstanding limit bids. This is a fundamental part of 

bidding and is worth the effort in making sure it is fully understood.  

Here is a basic example : 

 

By Jim Tutor 

N E S W 

1S     Pass       3S 

  

 

Here 3S is a limit bid, showing 10-12 points. This can 

be passed if North is minimum. 

Now, test your own knowledge of limit bids. In the following bidding sequences which underlined 

bids are limit bids and which are forcing, i.e. do not show a specific point range. 

(1) 

N E S W 

1S      Pass      2C       Pass 

2H     Pass      3H 

 

(2) 

N E S W 

1H     Pass      1S       Pass 

3S 

 

(3) 

N  E  S W 

1NT    Pass      3S  

 

(4) 

N E S W 

1S      2C        2D       3C 

3D 

(5) 

N  E  S W 

1H      Pass      1S       Pass 

1NT*  Pass      3H 

 

*The 1NT rebid shows  

15-16 Points 

(6) 

N E S W 

1S      Pass     1NT      Pass 

3S 

   N        E        S       W 

 1NT         Pass      2H      Pass 

  2S           Pass      3NT    Pass 

4S/3NT 
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Ayrshire Bulletin Archive 1993-2013.              by Ian Dalziel 

 
We are very fortunate indeed in Ayrshire to have our own monthly Bulletin with such excellent editors 
over the years.  I look forward to it every month and I’m sure you do to.  In fact I like the Bulletin so much 
I have kept my copies from 2002 and when Ronnie Alexander retired as editor he gave me his own 
archive.  I think I have all the paper copies from 1993 and digital copies from 2009. 
 
However I think the Bulletin started before 1993, for in August of that year, the president, Russell 
McLymont, said “welcome to the first Bulletin of the new season” implying it was already in existence.  If 
anyone can shed any light on this or has earlier copies please make it known.  Bruce MacDonald was the 
editor in 1993 but he may not have been the first editor.  Bruce died in 1998 and in his fine tribute to him; 
Ronnie Alexander implied that Bruce wasn’t the first editor.   If so, I wonder who was the first editor and 
whose idea was the Bulletin? 
 
In November 1998 the Bulletin was made available to members for £5 per year including postage and 
has remained at that price ever since.  However, Scots being Scots, the take up wasn’t high but you can 
now get a copy for free on line which has allowed those of a canny disposition to avail themselves of this 
excellent publication. 
 
The Bulletin was originally called the “ABU Bulletin” but changed to the more bridgitally correct “Ayrshire 
District Bulletin” in September 1998 when I think Ronnie Alexander took over as editor, having just 
stepped down as president.  I managed to persuade Ronnie to “come out” and put his name on the 
Bulletin in April 2001, before that he seemed to prefer to be anonymous. 
 
Our present editor, Jim Tudor, took over in October 2009.    I suggested to him that the Bulletin be 
available on line, but there was some resistance at first from the Council who felt they may lose some of 
the £5 subscriptions. However when I pointed out that that the printing, envelops and postage was 
costing £10 per year, the council immediately agreed that the Bulletin should go digital! 
 
These Bulletins in my possession are worth reading for anyone interested in the recent history of Ayrshire 
Bridge.  However they don’t tell the whole story, the minutes of the ABU council meetings and AGMs, if 
they still exist, would complete the picture.  I know the minutes of Council meetings are zealously 
guarded and never published, but surely after some years have elapsed they could be put in the public 
domain?   In some of his articles about Ayrshire bridge history, Ronnie Alexander seemed to avail himself 
of ABU records dating back to 1935 when the ABU was formed.  Do these documents still exist and if so 
can they be freely accessed? 
 
I feel all historic documents about Ayrshire bridge should be archived in one place and available to all 
interested parties.   As someone who is more of an onlooker than a participant in Ayrshire Bridge I don’t 
seek the job as ABU archivist but would happily give all my Bulletins to anyone taking on that job.  There 
are also the archives of the various bridge clubs which would be of interest. I myself am interested in the 
history of bridge in Troon before Troon Bridge club started in 1979 but don’t know where to get the 
information.   
 
I guess anyone taking over the job as a bridge club secretary gets an ever expanding file of papers, so 
the temptation to bin the older files must be hard to resist.  However help is at hand with a device called a 
sheet-feed scanner – this has the ability to simultaneously scan up to 50 two-sided pages at a speedy 25 
pages per minute.   It saves them as PDF files and can even read the text as OCR enabling you to 
search for a topic over many pages.  You can store about 2,000 pages of A4 on a CD or 15,000 pages on 
a DVD.   If you are not able to scan them yourself I’m sure this could be done commercially.  
 
Hence the whole ABU archive could be stored on one DVD or even better put on line; if the ABU web site 
isn’t big enough there is always the Dropbox or Cloud in cyberspace.   Even if no-one is particularly 
interested in local bridge history I feel we have a duty to preserve it for future generations, for once it’s 
gone it’s gone forever.      
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By 

Stewart 

Duguid 

Since I mentioned in my last article that I have access to a 5 card system written especially by the Hackett’s for 

one of their clients I have been asked to write something about it. 

Some of the people playing bridge make things difficult for themselves by not keeping things simple and not 

knowing when to stop bidding. When you have learned a simple system and both you and your partner can follow 

it………. all will become much easier. 

Please bear in mind that I have been where a lot of you are today, I was taught to play 4 card Majors with a weak 

NT also to open 1H / 1S with four Hearts and four Spades respectively. I played like this for at least 10 years 

before I realised that I hadn’t a clue, I was in the dark for a long, long time. I am not knocking basic Acol it just 

has to be played properly; after all, the SBU teach it, as do many others and it builds a solid foundation for the 

future……… But 5 card Majors is so much easier - just ask my grandson who started by learning 4 card Majors. 

For the benefit of all who teach 4 card majors this is only my personal opinion. 

You also have the added advantage of learning a lot more with the Play and Learn run by Jim Tudor and also the 

intermediate classes run by Sam Malkani, and others, at the centre where there are a lot of Ayrshire’s finest 

players on display to help and answer all your questions. There are a lot of good teachers out there, but there is no 

substitute for actual playing. It’s a game where you are always learning, and the fewer mistakes you make the 

better your results will become. 

When a couple of top players who haven’t played with each other before decide to have an outing, they will 

probably play 15-17 NT 5 Card Majors and 3 weak twos….. They will rarely have any problems and invariably 

their results will reflect this.  This is a relatively simple system, called “Standard American”, played all over the 

world and is very popular on BBO.  

Learning the Basics of 5 card Majors and 15/17 NT   

Making it easy 

1 level openings 

Much of this is fairly basic but it is to make sure everybody is doing the same thing. 

A 1C opener shows at least 3C and it is the preferred bid when we don’t have a five card major or a 4 card minor. 

A 1D opener may have only 3 cards but only when exactly 4-4-3-2 shape. 

So when 3-3 in the minors open 1C, when 4-4 in the minors open 1C but when 5-5 in the minors open 1D Indeed 

whenever 5-5 open the higher suit, including 5-5 in the blacks, where people are erroneously taught to open 1C.  

1H/S opener shows 5 cards at least in that suit 

1NT opener shows 15-17 HCP No singleton no void  

How light to open? 

This is something to be aware of because the amount of times that I see people passing third in hand and then 

overcalling at the two level amazes me. The principal of pairs is to be aggressive, get in quick, but get out quick if 

your hand is that bad, and make sure you can stand the lead of the suit you have bid.                                  

Continued on Page 7 
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Continued from Page 6 

When vulnerable, standard conservative principles apply. With 12 HCP it is normal to open all hands unless the 

honour structure in a balanced hand, or the spot cards, are poor or the hand is 4-3-3-3.  All 12 counts should be 

opened non vul, the exception being the balanced hand with 3 Aces and nothing else; it’s worth a pass. 

With 11 HCPs don’t open 4-3-3-3 when vul, don’t open 4432 hands unless the suits are ok. If non vulnerable nearly 

all 4432 hands are OK, most 5-4 hands are OK at any vulnerability. 

With 10 HCP, pass balanced hands except for tactical reasons; don’t open 5-4 vul or 2
nd

 position unless very 

concentrated with a good suit (preferably a 5-card major.) Open all 5-5 hands unless the suits are poor. (in 1
st
 or 3

rd
 

position at favourable vulnerability, the suits are not quite as important) 

With 10 HCP open 5-4 in 1
st
 and 3

rd
 position at favourable vulnerability, only if the 5 card suit is higher and decent 

quality; open 5-5 hands at any colour if both suits are good. 

When 6-4 you should follow the guidelines for 5-4 but always lean towards bidding if in doubt. 

When 6-5 much depends on which suit is the higher rank. If it is the 6, go ahead and open light(very), but if the 

higher ranking suit is only 5 card it is usually better to pass first and make a 2-suited overcall, than to stretch to 

open the 5 card suit, often suppressing the longer suit. 

When deciding what to do with balanced hands, a good 5 card suit or a 6 card suit is worth an extra point. However 

it is worth mentioning that some balanced hands without spot cards and 4333 or 4432 with points in the short suits 

should be downgraded. 

Playing as above when one opens 1 of a minor and then rebids 1 of a major over partners bid you are saying that I 

have 5 cards in the minor and 4 cards in the Major, why you ask … easy you did not rebid 1NT showing 12 – 14 

balanced.  If you open 1C and partner bids 1D or 1H and you have 4C and 4S do not rebid 1S because if you do 

partner does not have any idea of the strength of your hand; just bid 1NT and then partner knows that you are 12 to 

14 HCP you are not denying 4 Hearts or Spades. If partner has any more to say then you can bid your Hearts or 

Spades later. If they have 6 to 10 HCP they can pass happy in the knowledge they have not missed a game; sure 

you may have missed a part score contract in one of the Majors but so what, most of the time NT scores better…. 

If Partner is interested in bidding on after your NT Rebid he can use “CHECKBACK” (probably best to forget this 

at the moment!) or make some other noise. It’s the ability to know what is forcing and what is not which so many 

pairs stumble on. 

  There are always exceptions to everything; if for instance you open 1C  and your partner responds 1S and your 

hand has 5 clubs and 4 Diamonds or Hearts then just quietly rebid 2C telling partner you have at least 5C - this 

does not deny 4D or 4H but says I did not have the values to open 1NT(15 -17), I don’t have the shape to  re-bid 

1NT because if I had 3S I would immediately bid 2S; this shows partner a minimum hand with 3 or 4 Spades …do 

not be scared to support partner with just 3 it says a lot about your hand…. If your shortage is in partners suit then 

bid 1NT You must not bid at the 2 level if your hand is reasonably balanced and less than an opening 1NT (15 – 

17) as this would be what’s known as a Strong reverse. Again, the exceptions are always 2-suited hands where you 

want to be doing your best to be playing the contract. 

When playing 5 card Majors and you don’t have one don’t get bogged down with what to open. Outside your NT 

range open 1C with a minimum of 3 (that’s allowed without alerting) - with only 2 Clubs you will probably have 4 

Diamonds  (9 times out of 10 anyway) so open 1D  and if you are 4432 open 1D with 3 again, that’s allowed … If 

partner bids 2D supporting you then they probably do not have a Major (well they shouldn’t have one as it’s 

sacrilege to bypass a Major even with 4 to the eight)  so he probably has Clubs. You can pass if very weak or rebid 

2NT with the 4432, this does not show a big hand as it’s at the same level. Partner will start to get a feel for what is 

going on and probably realise you are 4432 shape and should pass.                                Continued on Page 8 
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An Open Forum for anyone who would like to submit any 
 opinions, questions, gossip, suggestions, comments, abuse……… 
(Submissions can be sent by email to : james_tudor@msn.com, or phone me on 01563 830130) 

I once asked Paul Hackett if one should open a weak 2...  4th in hand and he said yes, reason; partner is bound to 

have 10 HCP and the contract is probably yours .......... I don't know if I agree with this, but as he is a double 

world champion who am I to argue.      Extract from an email, from Stewart Duguid 

Annie to Bridget - "you are never going to get anywhere if you keep partnering Carol" 

Bridget to Annie - "Well I know that, but I couldn't hurt her feelings".  

Annie to Bridget - "But you surely hurt her feelings with the verbals you give her every session?" 

Bridget to Annie - "If I don't tell her where she goes wrong how will she get better?" 

Annie to Bridget -  "You know very well she will never get any better". 

Carol to Annie  -    "Bridget is much better than me and I keep letting her down and have told her umpteen times 

to get a new partner but she says she is happy with me!" 

Annie to Bridget - "Carol says she has told you to get another partner and wouldn't mind if you did, she feels she 

is holding you back" 

Bridget to Annie - "I know, but she doesn't really mean it, she would never forgive me if I did that". 

Why are women the way they are? 

Clint Westwood 

What do you think? Is Clint sexist, or spot on? ... Ed. 

 

Has anyone got a silver pen that doesn’t belong to them? I will hunt you down….. 

Rover Reacting 

 

I hate it when people don’t tidy up after themselves after a night’s bridge. Why do they expect others to clean up 

after them? 

Ray Jingbull 

 

I love the beautiful Christmas decorations in the Centre. 

A. Preciative 

 

Continued from Page 7 

But don’t open a club with 3 if you have 4D …. If you are outwith your NT range and you have 4D and 4C open 

1D and if partner bids 1NT he does not have a four card Major he does not have 4D as he would have supported 

you so you can safely bid 2C as he must be 3334 and he should pass as two Clubs as that is not forcing  

Yes, I know partner will think that you have 5D in your hand but believe me when I say it will save you a lot of 

bother in many hands when you are not strong enough to open IC then rebid 2D (this is especially important to 

those that play the weak NT). Sometimes it’s a lot easier to deal out hands in the privacy of your own home to 

understand how simple it really is.  

If anybody wants to email me direct I will be happy to answer any questions that I can on the above, or anything 

else, your anonymity will be respected.  sd77@btinternet.com 

 

mailto:james_tudor@msn.com
mailto:sd77@btinternet.com
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What would you bid now? 
By Brian Senior 
I write this just after returning from a trip to Manila – five days of bridge and three of r&r. Just a few weeks ago 

there was an earthquake and typhoon in the Philippines, but the capital was completely unaffected from what I 

could gather, unlike some other areas which were devastated. 

The basic system is Acol (incorporating 3 Weak 2s, so 2C is the only forcing opener) with a 12-14 NT; Stayman; 

red suit transfers over 1NT/2NT; weak jump overcalls; RKCB; splinters.  

In competition: negative/responsive/competitive doubles/support doubles and redoubles; Lebensohl after an 

overcall of our 1NT and after our takeout double of their weak two’s. Michaels.  

To add interest, marks will be awarded out of ten. The bid with the most votes will automatically receive 10 

marks. To break a tie, I will use my casting vote. I will use my discretion to award the other marks. If I like a bid, I 

will give it a high mark even though there are not many votes for it.  

Here are the problems. Decide your answers first and read on… 

 

Problem 1. 
Non vul; imps 

Dealer West 

 

 W     N     E     S 

1H    P    3H*   ? 

 

     *Pre-emptive 

 

 

  South 

♠ J 9 8 6 3 

♥ J 

♦ J 

♣ AKQJT5 

 

Non vul; imps 

W     N     E     S 

1H    P    3H*   ? 

 

     *Pre-emptive 

  South 

♠ J 9 8 6 3 

♥ J 

♦ J 

♣ AKQJT5 
 

① South 

♠ T9865 

♥ AKQ7 

♦ 85 

♣ 64 
 

All vul ; imps 

W     N      E      S 

-   -       -       P 

P     1S     P      ? 

 

      

   

② South 

♠ 654 

♥ AJ765 

♦ KQJ 

♣ T7 
 

All vul; imps 

W     N     E     S 

 -        -      -     ? 

 

 

③ 

Marks: 4H – 10, 4C – 8, 3S – 6, 

4S/Dble – 4. 
 

Stuart:  4C – With 6-5 in the 

black suits I compete and if West 

now bids 4H I will bid 4S.The 

disparity in quality and length of 

the two suits discourages me from 

bidding 3NT showing a two-

suiter. That could lead to trouble 

and I don’t want a spade lead if 

the opponents win the auction. 
 

Stuart looks no further than his 

longer and stronger suit. I would 

query his suggestion that 3NT 

would show a two-suiter – when 

the 3H raise was pre-emptive, I 

think 3NT would be to play. Still, 

it is a matter of agreement, after 

all. The plan to follow through 

with 4S is a good one, as it 

clearly suggests the disparity 

between the two suits. 

Others prefer to bid spades, despite 

that suit being both weaker and 

shorter: 

 

Jim: 3S – This carries some risk but 

if we have game in spades, or even 

3NT, then this gives us the best 

chance of getting there.   

 

Janice: 3S – Partner is a passed hand 

and my spades are not very good but 

we are not vulnerable and I am not 

going to sit and say nothing with this 

hand. 

 

OK, partner is a passed hand, but 

only in the sense that he could not bid 

over 1H – he could still have sound 

opening values with the wrong shape 

for an overcall or double. I 

understand the 3S overcall, as game 

in spades is more likely than in clubs, 

but it would not be my choice – and 

neither would: 

 

Stewart: 4S – I am going to take the 

bull by the horns, which is apt for me 

and bid 4S. 

 

Most of the time that we belong in 4S, 

partner will raise a simple 3S 

overcall to game. The jump to 4S just 

feels wrong. I am happy to overbid if 

by doing so I improve our chances of  

getting to the best spot, but 4S 

does not even remotely describe 

this hand so partner will not be 

able to help if the auction 

continues. 

 

Sandy: Double – Partner can’t 

have too many diamonds else 

an overcall unless he also has 

hearts, I will bid my super 

spade suit over his possible 

diamond bid and pass 4H 

doubled. 

 

And neither do I like a take-out 

double. Genuine two-suiters 

cannot sensibly begin with a 

double as one of the suits 

always gets lost. Here, to bid 4S 

over 4D does not show a black 

two-suiter, it shows a good 

spade hand – and what if 

partner actually jumps to 5D, 

though admittedly he will rarely 

have a long enough suit to do 

so after failing to bid over 1H? 

 

Sam: 4H – Michaels. I do not 

like my poor spade suit, but it 

gets the message across to 

partner (be bold is my policy). 
 

 

Continued on page 10 
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continued from page 9 

As I said, I am willing to overbid if by 

so doing I improve our chances of 

reaching the best contract. That is 

what 4H does here – by showing a 

genuine two-suiter including spades, 

it gets us to 4S when that is right and 

to 5C when partner dislikes spades so 

looks for our second suit. If you have 

a genuine two-suiter, and a way to 

show a genuine two-suiter, use it – 

Simples! 

 

Problem 2. 
 All vul; imps; dealer South. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marks: 4S/3H –10, 2H – 8, 2NT (GF 

Raise) – 7. 

 

Sandy: 4S – Partner either has five 

spades or 15+ HCP in which case 

either the ‘Law’, losing trick count or 

just being VUL at IMPs applies. 

 

Well, I guess that in third seat he 

might have opened a decent four-card 

suit with the intention to pass 

whatever the response, but as you say 

he will normally have 15+ or a fifth 

spade. 

 

Janice: 4S – Five spades, great hearts 

and some shortage in the minors, 

what more could partner wish for in a 

passed hand?!  My concern is that my 

hand is now very strong and that 

there might be a slam on. However, 

as a passed hand, I cannot see where I 

can go unless I ask with 4NT and that 

is not good with my minor-suit 

holdings.  

 

Stewart: 4S – Is this hand worth 

more than 4S hope not, but as I am a 

passed hand and can’t splinter and 

don’t play fit jump raises 4S it is. 

 

 

 

Well, if you don’t play fit jumps you 

don’t play fit jumps, but it is hard to 

imagine what else a jump to 3H from 

a passed hand would be unless you 

have agreed to play something 

unusual. The remainder of the panel 

were not willing to make the final 

decision themselves. 

 

Sam: 2H - and wait for 

developments. Too strong for 3S and 

not weak enough for 4S. 

 

But partner will never believe that 

you have genuine spade support if 

you fail to show it, so you will have to 

take the final guess yourself. Better 

perhaps to describe your hand and let 

partner decide? 

 

Stuart: 3H – The jump shift by a 

passed hand shows a spade fit and a 

heart suit with good values. This info 

should be of value to partner in 

determining what his next step should 

be. If he has a weak third-in- hand 

opening bid we will subside in 3S.   

   

Jim: 3H – A fit jump after my initial 

Pass. Not ideal admittedly, but if I bid 

4S directly partner may not expect 

this fine seven-loser hand. So 3H is 

more descriptive of my hand, just in 

case there are slam chances.  
 

The fit jump, which is a part of 

standard Acol, shows genuine 

support and nine cards in the two 

suits, but will it actually help partner 

to judge? The fifth spade means that 

his trumps need to be less good than 

would be the case if we held only 

four-card support, while the fact that 

we have all the top hearts means that 

he cannot hold a good fitting card 

which would encourage him to 

upgrade a borderline hand. 

3H is not a bad choice, just not quite 

as good as it might be if we held the 

classic example for the bid– Kxxx of 

spades and AQxxx of hearts or 

similar. I would bid 4S because game 

is just too likely for me to be willing 

to risk missing it. I would argue that 

when I am vulnerable and both my 

opponents are passed hands, I do not 

need this to be a pre-emptive 

action, as it would be had partner 

opened in first seat, so it shows a 

full value bid. Hopefully, my 

partners know how I think and will 

sometimes go on when slam is 

possible. 

 

Problem 3. 
 All vul; imps; dealer South. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marks:Pass – 10, 1H – 8, 1NT – 6. 

 

Stuart: Pass – Has our conductor 

been kind to us this month and 

selected slightly easier problems? 

Applying the rule of 15 in the 

fourth seat, this is not an opening 

bid. Experts for many years have 

advised that it is counterproductive 

to open with hands such as this. 

And I assume that computer 

analysis will have confirmed this. 

 

Jim: Pass – In my experience light 

opening, single suited hands (five- 

card) often don’t fare too well. 

Saying that, in third position I 

might open to be a nuisance. 

 

Janice: Pass – I can well construct 

scenarios where opening 1H will 

turn out well but I can also 

construct them where it will not. 

We are vulnerable and I don't 

consider this hand of ‘vulnerable’ 

quality to open with. If partner has 

values enough to bid, we won't miss 

anything. 

 

Sam: 1H - is this a problem? 

 

Stewart: 1H – Maybe I am missing 

something but first to open 1H 

looks fine to me. 

 

 

Continued on Page 11 
 

 

W     N      E      S 

-   -       -       P 

P     1S     P      ? 

 

 

 

South 

♠ 654 

♥ AJ765 

♦ KQJ 

♣ T7 
 

South 

♠ T9865 

♥ AKQ7 

♦ 85 

♣ 64 
 

W     N     E     S 

 -        -      -     ? 
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Continued from page 10 

Sandy: 1H –  Afraid I would 

open, I think KQJ being two 

tricks is better than a king and 

two isolated queens which would 

be a 12 HCP opener.  Fortune 

favours the brave, or is it “fools 

jump in”! 

 

Stuart should know by now that I 

‘don’t do kind’. There are three 

genuine possibilities with this 

hand, and the panel is split down 

the middle between two of them. 

Opening borderline hands is a 

stylistic thing and we should all 

stick to what we believe in. I am 

with the passers here, because I 

would not wish to open 1H and 

have to find a rebid over a 1S 

response – to rebid 2H will make 

partner think I have six, or a very 

good five-card suit. 

 

Extracts from November’s 

DecemberNovember’s 

300 Club, £25 Winners, October/November. 
Oct J Rodger (43) Troon BC (96)  K Wilson (95) 
Nov J Cleland (101) E McGlinchey (90)  R Stuart  (129) 
 

+  News 

PC for Charity. 
Maureen Rennie thanked the ABU 

for the old PC which she has sent 

to Malawi. 

 

Festive Fun 
The Festive Friday fun event 

was held again. The money 

raised was split between the 

Ayrshire Hospice and 

Crossroads. 

 

 

 

New daytime Competition. 
It was agreed to trial a midweek 

afternoon bridge competition in 

January. However, this will be 

postponed as a simultaneous 

charity event, in aid of the 

Philippines  relief fund, will be 

held on Thursday 24
th

 January. 

          Scores 
Problem  1 2 3 Total 

Stuart McCreadie 8 10 10 28 

Janice Thomson 6 10 10 26 

Jim Tudor  6 10 10 26 

Sam Malkani  10 8 8 26 

Stewart Duguid 4 10 8 22 

Sandy Anderson 4 10 8 22 

 

Triffic Triffids 
Many thanks to Joyce Rodger for 

gifting a number of plants, which are 

now in the Bridge Centre. 

Adam-sum 
Should players in the 

Adamson cup (competition 

for club champions) have to 

pay table money. The 

Council voted ‘Yes they 

should’. 

LTC addicts will tell us that a 

one-of-a-suit opening should be 

no worse than a seven-loser hand 

– this has eight. 

 

If we open 1H, we have to treat 

the hand as a single-suiter. I 

suggest that anyone who truly 

believes that this is a single-suiter 

should think again. This hand is a 

balanced hand. 

The only opening I would consider 

with it would be 1NT, and that is 

what I would open if non-

vulnerable. But All Vul. Is the time 

when it is least good to steal 

competitive partscore hands, and 

we will always get to a normal 

game whether I open or not, so 

why should I stretch to open the 

hand? 

We love Art Deco. 
The council remarked on the 

imaginative and cheery decorations 

Kate Malkani had created for the 

Bridge Centre. 
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League Results 31.12.13 

 

Division One 

 

Troon South Beach v. Portland    20-0 

Portland v. Ardeer                 14-6 

Kilwinning Abbey v. Kilmarnock Annanhill   16-4 

Troon v. Kilmarnock Annanhill         16-4 

Kilwinning Abbey v. Kilmarnock Grange   12-8 

 

 

Division Two  

 

Savoy v. Troon Bentinck   20-0 

Largs v. Kilwinning Corsehill  14-6 

Troon Eglinton v. Savoy   18-2 

Riggs v. Troon Bentinck   14-6 

 

Pos 
Players 

 
Score 

% 

1 Jim Tudor & John Bryson  64.10 

2 Andy Raeburn & Stoian Kableshkov 56.84 

3 Stewart Duguid & Sandy Anderson 54.49 

4 Chris Gurney & Thomson Kerr  53.42 

5 Sam & Kate Malkani 52.56 

6 Gordon Smith & David Wiseman 50.85 

7 Jack Cleland & Ian Adamson 49.79 

8 Jim Hendry & Andrew Pelling  48.93 

9 Eddie McGeough & Janice Thomson 47.86 

10= Ian Burn & Bobby Moore  47.01 

10= Sandy Martin & Margaret Brown  47.01 

12 Frances Duck & John Haslehurst 45.51 

13 Stuart McCreadie & Jack Lowe  41.03 

14 Robin Gardiner & Angela Knox 40.60 

 

Ayrshire Pairs Final 
Sunday 1

st
 December 

Pos 
Players 

 
Score 

% 

1 Fiona Abbott & Pauline Phillips  65.97 

2 Angela Rose & Jean Parker 59.03 

3 Frances Murphy & Angela Knox  51.74 

4= D Beasley & Rose Dodds 49.65 

4= Ann MacLeod & Margaret MacCallum  49.65 

6 Caryl O'Donoghue & Sue Fraser  48.61 

7 Dianne Winhall & Jackie McCrindle  45.83 

8 Alison Tudor & Maureen Rennie  45.14 

9 Frances Duck & Marian Strachan  43.40 

10 Katherine Garven & Morag Ridley  40.97 

 

Breene Ladies Pairs Qualifier 
Saturday 7

th
 December 

1 Russell Frame, Gerry Murray, Joan Lees, Michele Gladstone 

2 Fiona Abbott, Pauline Phillips, Angela Knox, Robin Gardiner 

3= Pat Wilson, Leslie Wilson, Andy Kilpatrick, Robert Thomson 

3= Eddie McGeough, Janice Thomson, Andy Raeburn, Stoian Kableshkov 

 

Ayrshire Red Pointed Swiss teams – Top 4 
27

th
 November 

1 Gordon Smith & Ken Forsyth  63.43 

2 David & Ira Clement  56.94 

3= Jim & Alison Tudor  53.70 

3= Sam Malkani & Ian McClure  53.70 

 

Pan-Celtic 

Simultaneous 

pairs – Top 4 

Locally scored 

Wed 4
th

 Dec 
 

Below is a summary of some of the results over 

November-December.  

See www.ayrshirebridge.co.uk for full listings. 
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