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Yes, the young challengers from the home nations are
descending on Ayr this month for the annual Junior Camrose
and Peggy Bayer trophies. Historically England have the best
record in these events but they haven’t always had it their
own way. Last year Scotland won both the Junior Camrose
and Peggy Bayer. To achieve back to back doubles would be
great for Scottish bridge so please come along and support
our youngsters. From Ayrshire, of course, we have 3 playing
in the Peggy Bayer; Yvonne Wiseman, Ralph Wiseman and
Stephen Rose. We wish them the best of luck and hope they
really enjoy the experience.
The Internationals are being held at the Ramada Jarvis hotel
in Ayr on Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th February, 11am till
late. Entry is free.

Ayrshire Rayne Supreme
A brilliant win in the National Rayne teams
final for (left to right) Sandy Anderson,
Stewart Duguid, Sam Malkani and Ian Burn.
Sam was in another Ayrshire team that
finished joint first a few years ago, but this is
the first time an Ayrshire team has finished
outright winners.
Some last minute news, Stewart Duguid has
just been promoted to Grand Master. Well
done Stewart, a terrific achievement.
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Scottish Youngsters By David McCrossan

(Part 2)

A high level of commitment is only one part of what is asked of those involved in the squad. As
ambassadors for their country, appropriate standards of behaviour and conduct are expected both
during and between events. There is a Junior Code of Conduct that every player signs up to.
Nearly all of us will have witnessed firsthand some truly appalling behaviour from bridge players
that are much more experienced and many years more senior than this squad of juniors.
Nevertheless, despite their young age, it is very difficult to find any fault with how this lot conduct
themselves. Indeed, it is one of their key areas of strength and has played a large part in their
success. For example:
• During all events, curfews are agreed in advance and adhered to by the entire team. The
Friday night at the Peggy Bayer is always an exciting and high-energy time as it is usually
the first opportunity in 12 months for the youngsters to catch up and socialise with their
friends from the other nations. Despite this, this year the entire Scottish team were in their
rooms by 10pm (as had been agreed at the team meeting) whilst all the other nations mingled,
played cards and generally mucked around into the small hours of Saturday morning. Our
last match on the Saturday night (10pm to 11.30pm) was the crucial second session against
the strong English side. The difference in body language, energy levels and performance
between the two teams in this match was tangible and Scotland’s victory in it was key to
securing the team’s overall success.
• They show humility in victory and grace in defeat. It takes character to go and proactively
shake the hands of your opponents when they have beaten you and you are disappointed, but
this is ingrained in how the Scottish team conducts itself.
• They win and lose as a team. Scoring up is always done with the full group together
(including those sitting out) and they share the responsibility for the result. There are no
inflated egos claiming credit for the victory and there is no backbiting, blame or criticism in
defeat.
• The strength of their partnerships is an example to all players. I have kibitzed several
hundred boards with this squad in international competition and, inevitably, have had to sit
through some really disappointing sessions and watched some hair-raising individual
catastrophes. Despite this, I have never seen a confrontation or a bad word said by any of
them at the table. Even at their most frustrated, they somehow find a way to bite their
tongue, say “unlucky partner” and move on to the next board without it impacting their
performance. How many of us could, in the pressure of a crucial match, watch our partner
pass a cue bid on the way to a solid grand slam, calmly play out the six level contract in the
3-1 fit and then console our distraught partner with a smile and a gentle joke before fighting
back to win the match?
The 2010 Peggy Bayer success was Scotland’s second victory in three years at the event – an
impressive achievement given the strength and depth of the English Bridge Union’s junior system
and the fact that the average age of our team has been around 16 in each of the past three years.
The Scottish squad for the Peggy Bayer this year is Stuart Bradman, Ruaridh Ellison, Jun Pinder,
Stephen Rose (Ayrshire), Abigail Wilson, Ralph Wiseman (Ayrshire) and Yvonne Wiseman
(Ayrshire). We should be very proud of them.
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This month's interviewee is the ever-popular Ian
Adamson. Ian has a long record of involvement and
By Janice Thomson
achievement in Ayrshire bridge and I am certain
1. How long have you been playing
that the readers will enjoy his responses.
bridge and what made you take it
Welcome Ian and thanks for taking part.

up?
I have been playing bridge since 1965. I
started at Kilmarnock College where there
were a group of colleagues keen on the game.
I was given a piece of paper with 3 or 4 lines.
Ace = 1 point King ½ point and Queen Jack
together ½ point. Open with 2½ points was
the information given and I was off. At first I
got hell when I made a mistake but gradually
it was me who was doing all the moaning.
I have always been keen on cards. At home
my mother who was a keen whist player
inveigled the rest of the family to play. I used
to enter Whist Drives, which was a good
breeding ground for Bridge later on.
Kilmarnock Bridge Club. Ian has sent this photo of the
club as it was in the late 70s. Can you spot Ian, Jack
2. a) You choose to play the Precision
Cleland, Jim McClymont, Gordon Smith and the
system. Was this your first choice or
delightful Dorothy Paterson all of whom are still happily
did it come after trials with other
playing...
systems? What aspects of Precision
do you particularly like?
Trials with other systems came first. Culbertson was first then came Vienna Club. This was very similar to
Precision except the 1 Club is weak 12+. Then came Roman Club, which also had a weak Club but used
canapé by bidding the four-card suit before the five-card suit. The trouble was after your partner bid a
negative 1 Diamond the opposition knew that they had the balance of points and would come into the
bidding or would penalise you by doubling.
The main aspect of Precision is simple to use 1C-1H/1S/1NT/2C/2D is game force or
1H/1S-2C/H/S is also game force.
Having said all that I have made a simple system complicated when I play with Jim McClymont but use
the simple system when I play with Jack Cleland.

b) You are known as a student of systems. Can you tell the readers somewhat of this interest?
Some people like doing crosswords or Sudoku. I like to try and figure what great bridge players are doing.
At the moment I am looking at Nunes and Fantoni. They play a natural system where all the Twos
(exception 2NT) are weak and all the Ones are forcing
3. a) What is your opinion of conventions? Do you think for example that playing conventions gives a
player an "edge" in the bidding?
I love conventions but the downside is I have a good memory but it is very short.
If you watch Rodwell and Meckstroth play, you know very little of the declarer’s hand but you know a lot
about the dummy’s hand.
b) If you were limited to three conventions, what would they be?
Stayman, Transfers and Roman Keycard
You can do a lot with these conventions apart from the obvious

Continued on Page 4
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Continued from page 3

4. You once played in a team that got to the final of the Scottish Cup. Please tell us all about this
experience.
That was the first and only time I played 128 boards in the same day. Jim McClymont, Gordon Smith and
Peter Smith were the other members of the Team.
This is an extract from Sam Leckie’s bridge column in the Express
“Apologies are due to Jim McClymont and his merry men from Kilmarnock (Adamson, Smith senior and
junior) because last week I forecast they would be beaten by John Mclaren’s team in the semi-final of the
Scottish Cup.
In fact it is they who will be playing at the New Kenmure Club next Sunday against the winners of the
Silverstone -Allan match.
This is a remarkable feat by a relatively inexperienced team (McClymont plays for a 6th Division Western
District Team) and everyone will wish them well in the final whoever they meet.”
In fact it was Victor Silverstone, Patrick Jourdain (Wales), Victor Goldberg and Willie Coyle. Not a bad
team. The Smith Senior was Gordon’s father (Peter).
The two things I remember was Willie Coyle saying after the match he was going upstairs to make some
money at rubber bridge.
From a Spectator “That’s Jim McClymont, he only plays in Kenmure’s 6th team.”
5. Your home club is Kilmarnock. Please tell us a little about the club.
The Kilmarnock Club is one of the oldest in Ayrshire. When I started they played at Kilmarnock Bowling
Club (behind Henderson Church) Sometimes there were only two tables but it peaked in the seventies when
we played in the Grand Hall with 16 or 17.
In the Kilmarnock Club there is a great atmosphere and a good standard. On Friday about six or seven
tables although on Thursdays 11 or 12.
6. a) What do you think of B.B.O (Bridge Base Online) ?
I enjoy B.B.O. The comments from the experts are first class and the vugraph operator’s comments on what
the players are saying. It’s great seeing top class players in impossible contracts.

b) Do you think that online bridge will feature largely vis-å-vis the future of bridge?
I think more and more people will be using bridge online. Unfortunately the number of members in bridge
clubs is going to decline. It is not all doom and gloom though as one or two youngsters are coming through
and it is great that the Junior Camrose is taking place in Ayr.
7. With your wealth of experiences in the game is there a particular funny story you can relate to the
readers?
I remember playing a small no trump slam against Anne Gault when she asked, “Who’s lead is it?” I said
“It’s your lead Annie”. “Double “ was the reply and she led out her two Aces for 1 down.
There was another occasion when a member had a bad habit of setting fire to the paper in the ashtray and
also had a liking for a wee dram. One night in the club he gave his usual cough, down went the head, up
went the bottle. Unfortunately the bottle slipped out of his hand. There was a deadly hush in the room
someone said “He’s dropped the bottle. Oh no he caught it after only one bounce”. We all carried on as if
nothing had happened.
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2011 Camrose Trophy

By Gordon Smith

The first half of the 2011 Camrose Trophy Home International event took place in the Dublin area in early
January, with Scotland being represented by Brian Short-Dave Walker, Charles and Vi Outred, John MathesonIain Sime with Alan Goodman as npc.
Scotland’s first 32-board match was against Northern Ireland, and this is the one I will feature, firstly with a
question.
With neither side vulnerable, after a Pass
You hold:♠J
from your right hand opponent, you open
E
S
W
N
♥ KQJ98
1H (using a 5-card Major system) and the
P
1H
2H
P
complete auction is:♦4
4S
P
4NT P
5C
P
6S
P
♣ KJ6432
What do you lead?
P
P
P

The match was a remarkable one scoring-wise; it began with very few IMPs being exchanged, and after half of the
32 boards the score was 10-10. After 27 boards, this had risen to 30-12 in Scotland’s favour, 13 IMPs of which
resulted when both sides made 2 overtricks in a Spade game contract, the difference being that the Scottish contract
was Doubled and Redoubled. Then 48 IMPs were shared equally during a frantic final 5 boards for an eventual 18
IMP difference and an 18-12 VP win for Scotland.
On paper, Scotland’s next two matches were the toughest, and so it proved, with both Ireland and England winning
by 19-11. Wales is due to host the second half of the 2011 event, as a result of which a second Welsh team,
“WBU”, is taking part this year, and the matches against the two Welsh teams completed the weekend, with both
being close affairs, Wales just edging it and the WBU one being a draw.
The most significant result of the weekend was the 25-5 win for Wales over Ireland, and
the placings at the halfway stage, with the average score being 75, are:-

Once again, Scotland hopes to salvage some pride in
the second half, at the beginning of March, when
the only planned team change is that of John Murdoch
-Brian Spears replacing Charles and Vi Outred.

England
Wales
Ireland
WBU
Scotland
Northern Ireland

92
88
80
76
69
45

Returning to the lead problem, the normal choice is the HK, with the singleton Diamond being an alternative. This
was the complete layout:♠ T3
♥ 763
♦ A97652
♣ 97
♠ AK954
♥ A5
♦8
♣ AQT85

♠ Q8762
♥ T42
♦ KQJT3
♣♠J
♥ KQJ98
♦4
♣ KJ6432

For Scotland, John Matheson chose the
successful lead of the HK, while the Northern
Irish defender, after a different auction, was
influenced by his partner’s Double of a
Diamond asking bid and led his Diamond,
resulting in a 14 IMP swing to Scotland during
that hectic last group of 5 boards.
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If Groucho Marx Played Bridge ……….
I could play bridge with you until the cows come home. On second thoughts, I’d rather play
bridge with the cows until you come home.
I refuse to join any bridge club that would have
me as a member.
I have had a perfectly wonderful evening’s
bridge…………..but this wasn't it.
The secret of life is honesty and fair dealing.
If you can fake that, you've got it made.
Why a four-year-old child could understand
this bidding system.
Run out and find me a four-year-old child. I can't make head nor tail out of it.
Bridge partners should be obscene and not heard.
Will you marry me? Can you play bridge? Answer the second question first.
From the moment I picked up the Ayrshire bulletin until I laid it down, I was convulsed
with laughter. Someday I intend reading it.

Quick Tip 3
Think about your discards

By Liz McGowan

Life is no fun when declarer runs a seemingly interminable long suit, and you have to make five or six discards.
Most players suffer one trick at a time, but the pain can be eased by making a plan. As soon as you know how many
cards you must throw, decide what you must keep, and how best to tell partner , perhaps by discarding all you cards
from one suit, so he knows what to keep.
Sometimes there are clues to tell you which suit to keep
You hold an uninspiring collection: ♠ - ♥ 1083 ♦ J8652 ♣ J10942
LHO passes, partner opens 1H and RHO overcalls 1S. You pass, LHO raises
to 3S and that becomes the final contract.
Dummy
You lead a heart, and see this dummy:
♠ Q7632 ♥ Q64 ♦ 1043 ♣ KQ
♠ Q7632
Partner plays jack-ace-king of hearts and declarer ruffs the third round. She plays a
♥ Q64
spade to partner’s ace, and partner plays ace of clubs, and a club to dummy’s king.
♦ T43
You have made four tricks, and at this point declarer starts to rattle off spades.
♣ KQ
You
Partner shows out on the third round, discarding an unhelpful heart. If declarer
♠plays out all her trump you will have three cards left. Which should they be?
♥ T83
Declarer is known to have six spades and two hearts. She has also played two
♦ J8652
clubs, so has three unknown cards.
If any of these were a losing club she would have ruffed it in dummy, therefore
♣ JT942
she has three diamonds. You must keep Jxx in diamonds and throw all your clubs.
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What would you bid now?

By Stuart McCreadie

Welcome back. The problems this month are largely about judgement. There are usually good arguments for more
than one bid. And especially on hand (1) more than one bid deserves 10 marks.
The basic system is Acol (incorporating Reverse Benji; so weak two’s in the majors) with a 12-14 NT; Stayman;
red suit transfers over 1NT/2NT; Fourth suit forcing; weak jump overcalls; RKCB; splinters.
In competition: negative/responsive/competitive/support doubles; unassuming cue-bids; Lebensohl after an
overcall of our 1NT and after our takeout double of their weak two’s. Michaels.
To add interest, marks will be awarded out of ten. The bid with the most votes will automatically receive 10
marks. To break a tie, I will use my casting vote. I will use my discretion to award the other marks. If I like a bid, I
will give it a high mark even though there are not many votes for it.
Here are the problems. Decide your answers and read on…

W est
♠ AT9543
♥ QJT
♦3
♣ 983

Love all; imps
W N E S
P
P 1C 1H
1S P 2NT P
?

W est
♠ AQJ
♥Q
♦ AKQ532
♣ T97

W est
♠ AK7
♥ QJ5
♦ K9652
♣ A4

E/W game; pairs
W N E S
P P P
1D P 1S P
?

E/W game; pairs
W N E
S
- P
P
1D 2C 3C* P
?

* Unassuming cue-bid – high card raise to 3D

Problem 1.
Love all, imps
Dealer West

W est
♠ AT9543
♥ QJT
♦3
♣ 983

W
P
1S
?

a second suit so the lead will
usually be found if it exists. I have
already shown five spades, I guess,
as I might have doubled with only
four. I don't see a 3H cue-bid
N E S helping and I fear the heart ruffs
P 1C 1H more than I fear the diamonds, so
P 2NT P I'll guess 3NT but would not be at
all surprised to find this is
completely wrong.

Marks:
4S 10; 3NT/3S/3C 8.
Gordon: Four spades. The
danger in a 4S contract is that we
might run into adverse heart ruffs.
However I can’t think of a way of
finding out if partner has good
diamond stoppers for a 3NT
contract. I am concerned that any
other bid might muddy the waters.
Gordon recognises the risk to a
4S contract, but reasons that it
may well still be the best bet.
Clear thinking.
Brian: Three no-trump. Very
difficult. The problem with 4S
could be heart ruffs, the problem
with 3NT could be the diamond
suit – and South will obviously
know that he has weak hearts and

Stewart: Four spades. West has
a perfectly good weak 2S opening
bid and the bidding can and should
develop from that starting point.
.Partner’s 2NT is showing 17-18
and now I will bid 4S in view of my
singleton diamond. If he has only a
singleton spade, I will deserve all I
get for not opening 2S in the first
place.
I must put my hands up. West has
an obvious weak two in spades.
North should have been dealer.
However if 4S turns out to be the
wrong contract because your
partner has a singleton spade, you
can blame him. He has no business
rebidding 2NT with a singleton.
Janice: Three spades. Thinking of
no-trump, partner certainly has a
heart stopper and I hold the heart
"quacks"…*

I don't like my singleton diamond
though. He knows that I have at least
five spades so now I show a holding
of at least six with a further bid of 3S
and so, leave the final decision on
contract to him. I play this 3S bid
after partner's 2NT rebid as forcing
otherwise I would blast 4S...it is imps
after all.
If partner now bids 3NT, Janice is
going to let him play there. She may
have the same concerns about ruffs in
a 4S contract. For example: - Heart
Ace; heart ruff; back to partners
other Ace; another heart ruff. As the
system includes negative doubles, the
1S bid shows five spades and a rebid
of 3S would show six.
Janice gives a thoughtful answer, but
the drawback with the 3S bid is that
partner knowing of six spades in your
hand and with Kxx in hearts in his
own hand is likely to choose 4S. If
you want to play in 3NT, you must
take responsibility yourself and bid it
– and risk having egg on your face. I
confess that I might have fallen into
the same trap as Janice and bid 3S,
despite a hunch that 3NT could be
better.
*A “quacky” hand is a hand with lots
of QUeens and jACKS. Quacks are
slow values and especially in suit
Continued on page 8
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continued from page 7

comments.

contracts an Ace is generally worth
more than for example a queen and
two jacks.

“Yes, 3S is normally played as
forcing these days. If you want to
have the option of stopping in three
of a suit you need to either play
transfers or the Wolff sign-off* (3C
puppets to 3D then a bid is nonforcing).

Sandy: Four spades. Why didn’t I
open 2S with six to AT9… then I
wouldn’t have this problem.
Again apologies. However West’s
Pass may have worked well for E/W.
With the actual bidding sequence
West now has an opportunity to at
least consider 3NT.
Sam: Three no trump. Most of
the panel will vote for 3S, but the
danger is that North will get heart
ruffs. Need I say more?
No. That will do.
Ian:
Four spades. Partner has
17/18 and a likely two or possibly
three spades. The choice of
denominations is between no-trump
and spades. All bids after 2NT are
forcing (i.e. the only weak bid is
pass). I do not feel disposed to any
slam try. I could bid 3S, but if partner
now bids 3NT, I will bid 4S anyway.
4S seems clear.
Yes. It is has been common practice
for a long time that rebidding a major
at the three level after declarer jumps
to 2NT is forcing. The sequence gives
partner the option to choose between
3NT and four of a major. What is lost
is the option of playing on the
pinhead of three of a major. To have
the first option is clearly preferable,
although it would be desirable to be
able to play in three of a major
occasionally.
The top mark goes to 4S because
most voted for it. But 3NT could
equally be right. So readers can
award themselves 10 marks for any
one of these four possible bids – but
only if you recognised the danger of
heart ruffs.
Bidding sequences similar to this one
are fairly common and with these
sequences come recognised
limitations. I asked Brian to make
further observations. These are his

The other action which is worthy of
some consideration is 3C. The
concern in 3NT is the diamond suit. If
we trust partner to bid 3D over 3C
with strong diamonds then we can
solve that issue. If partner bids 3NT
over 3C we correct to 4S as he has
failed to assure us of strong
diamonds. Which all works just fine
until partner starts thinking and
decides that we could have bid 4S at
our previous turn so our actual
sequence must be a mild slam try.”
* Similar to the old- fashioned Flint
3D after a 2NT opener.
There is plenty here for keen
partnerships to mull over.

Problem 2
E/W game; Dealer North

W est
♠ AQJ
♥Q
♦ AKQ532
♣ T97

W N
P
1D P
?

E S
P P
1S P

Marks: 3D 10; 3C/3S 6; 3H 2.
Gordon: Three diamonds. I will
pass a 3NT rebid from partner. OK,
maybe an off- centre raise to 3S or
even 4S will work on this occasion,
but I will stick to the more accurate
description of my hand.
Gordon, along with the majority bids
3D. Like others he is not completely
happy with the bid, because of the
strong spade fragment and would like
to do something more. He has looked
at other possibilities, but what else?
Brian: Three diamonds.
Discounting the bare queen for the

moment, we have a strong sixcard suit and a 16-count - a
classic jump rebid. There is no
reason to assume that partner
has five spades and if he has
only four any spade raise will
usually work out badly. While I
would happily raise to the two
level with three-card support, in
simple terms I would never give
a jump raise with only three
where partner has only
promised four. We can find a
five-three fit when we need to
do so if partner has the values to
move over 3D.
Q.E.D.
Stewart: Three spades.
Tricky. 2D would be a serious
underbid. 3D would better
describe my hand. Partner has
passed but may have five spades
and some decent values. As I
have very good spades I am
going to opt for 3S. A four-three
fit not the end of the world, and
I will be ruffing in the short
hand.
This bid might be a winner
occasionally when partner has
five spades and insufficient
values to advance after the
alternative 3D rebid. But it is
not sound.
Janice: Three diamonds.
This is a difficult problem but I
cannot bring myself to lie about
a major holding. Where are all
the hearts? If partner has spades
and hearts he can perhaps tell
me now and I will support his
spades.
3D is non- forcing, but if
partner has five spades we
would all wish to be in 4S.
Please find another bid,
partner.
Sandy:
Three clubs.
Forcing. I don’t like an
immediate 4S when there may
be only a four-three fit. Partner
will now be able to show his
five card spade suit or take 3NT
with a heart stop knowing that
Continued on page 9
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Continued from page 8
the heart suit will be my concern. The
3C bid might even inhibit a club lead
Wow! You have come up with the
same bid as Jim Tudor found at the
table. Have you come under his spell
since joining the Kyle Club? You
would have been close to getting a
top – close, but no cigar.
Sam:
Three diamonds. Seems
obvious. What other bid can you
make?
In bidding competitions it is tempting
to look for an ingenious bid. But at
the table usually the mundane and in
this case the disciplined bid is best.

Problem 3
E/W game; pairs; Dealer East

W est
♠ AK7
♥ QJ5
♦ K9652
♣ A4

W N E S
- P P
1D 2C 3C* P
?

* Unassuming cue-bid
High card raise to 3D
Marks: 3NT 10; 3S 8; 3H/5D/4C 7.
Gordon: Three spades. Maybe
partner will be able to bid 3NT
holding something like Qxx of clubs.

Ian:
Three diamonds. I hope
Brian: Three no-trump. It is clear
partner thinks it is forcing. If he
that 5D might be better if partner has
doesn’t we are probably high enough.
no club help and we do not have nine
Ian knows the bid is non- forcing and running tricks. However, 5D can be
in real life there was only a part
no play if, for example, we are off the
score for E/W.
top hearts. I don't see a noncommittal action that gets us to the
The editor contributed the hand. It
right spot consistently, so pick the
came from the Kyle heat of the
option that, when it is correct, has the
National Pairs.
greater upside - +630.
East’s hand was Txxx ATx JTxx There rests the case for 3NT.
Qx Jim (West) also produced the
imaginative (I might have used a
Stewart: Four clubs. This must be a
different adjective, but I don’t want to mild slam try, and I wait to see how
collect my P45!) bid of 3C and the
the auction progresses. If partner bids
final contract was 3NT played by
4D, I will bid 4S. If he bids 4H, I will
East. The 3C bid did indeed inhibit a still bid 4S as the most we would be
club lead, but a heart lead proved
missing is the diamond Ace, and this
even more damaging. The major suit still gives us time for RKCB.
kings were both badly placed and the Stewart may not have noticed East’s
contract failed miserably for a
initial Pass, although I suppose it is
bottom. If only the spade finesse had just possible there could be a
worked!
diamond slam. The decision West has
to make is whether to move towards a
There were only ten tricks in
5D or a 3NT contract.
diamonds, although the diamond
game is reasonable. There was no
Janice: Three no-trump. Partner
spade game and I am unable to
has made an unassuming cue bid in a
enlighten Stewart as to how many
minor suit. As well as showing a raise
tricks were available in 3S if his
in diamonds he is also probably
partner had managed to pass.
interested in finding out if I have a
stop or semi-stop in clubs with a view
Scores
to playing in a no-trump contract. I
1= Gordon Smith, Janice Thomson,
28
Brian Senior, Sam Malkani
have the club Ace, but is a diamond
5 Ian Dick
6= Sandy Anderson, Stewart
Duguid

27
23

Editor’s ‘Bidder of the
Month’ prize goes to
Sandy Anderson.

contract perhaps safer? We are
vulnerable so partner's bid of 3C
should be sound.
It is Pairs...Ten tricks in no-trump
will score better so, I apply
Hamman's Rule and hopefully
partner will have five diamonds to
the Ace and a partial stopper in
clubs...I am ever hopeful with this
game!
I agree. There are inferences to be
made: - (1) No negative double - so
no 4 card major. (2) No bid of
2NT- so no good stop in clubs. (3)
No jump bid in diamonds – more
pre-emptive perhaps and only
interested in a diamond contract.
Add and subtract and I think
partner has something in clubs. OK,
I admit that this argument might be
a bit thin.
Sandy: Four clubs. A cue bid. I
am going to forgo the usual gamble
on 3NT with only one club stop and
missing two aces, and investigate
the diamond slam.
Sandy decides that a diamond
contract will be best. Again I
wonder if he too has not noticed
that East is a passed hand. Slam is
unlikely.
Sam:
Three no-trump. Partner
should pull this with a distributional
hand. Game in diamonds could be
better, or even a diamond part
score. However it pays to be
aggressive.
Ian:
Three hearts - minor suit
trial bid.
I disagree. It is surely a no-trump
probe showing a heart fragment,
and if you decide to show a
fragment, better to bid the spade
fragment – like Gordon. It is
possible you may still reach the best
contract, but the 3H bid is likely to
cause partner to go into a trance,
wondering what he is supposed to
do.
Congratulations to the leading
quartet and thanks to the Panel for
their thoughtful and instructive
comments.
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Extracts from January’s
Plus
H2Owe
Scottish Water have advised
that we will be exempt from
paying water rates. A refund
will be made although the
amount is not yet known. T/D courses

The Caledonian bridge club has
donated £1,000 for the sole use of
supporting Junior bridge.

If there’s anyone interested
in taking a Tournament
Directors course could you
let me (Jim Tudor) know.
Tel.
01563 830 130
Email
James_tudor@msn.com

Duplimate
The existing
Duplimate machine is
at the end of its life.
A new one is to be
purchased.

Free Class
Gordon Smith will run another
free class aimed at intermediate
players, on Friday 25th
February at 2pm

Norvite

Wellington

December’s 300 Club
Winners
Kay Duncan
Fiona Abbott
Elizabeth McGlinchey

Caledonian Donation

51
68
80

The new Mini-Bridge
classes at Wellington are
quite a success, usually
attracting about 14
youngsters to the sessions.

Coming up……

Munro Cup for players below Master rank, Sunday 6th Feb. 2pm start.
Tourney Cup qualifier, Wednesday 23rd February
Buchanan second session, Sunday 27th February. Start time to be
confirmed.
National Pairs Quarter final, Wednesday 16th February. 7pm start.

It pays to be a lunatic

The new Norvite
simultaneous pairs attracted
20 pairs. There was a bit of a
kerfuffle at the beginning as
the convenor had emailed the
wrong hand files!
As John Haslehurst said to
me, it was more No-rite than
Norvite!
The Winter Sunday club
continues, 2pm every Sunday, no
partner required. There will be
no club on Sunday 20th February.

By Sam Malkani

I often get a hand that I feel I should make a bid even though it seems insane.
Take this hand from the final of the Rayne. The bidding went 2♥ on my left, pass from
Partner, 4♥ on my right and I held the following hand:-

♠ A9653
♥♦ K1086

Be honest would you take any action? Well I did and bid 4♠, the next hand passed as did
partner. My right hand opponent bid 5♦. I passed and my right hand opponent corrected to 5♥
, which was doubled by partner and followed by three passes.

Continued on page
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Continued from page 10
The contract was 2 down and we scored 500. Here is the full hand.
♠K
♥A43
♦AQJ52
♣QJ52
♠ QJ742

♠A9653

♥ Q1098

♥-

♦3

♦K1086

♣ K97

♣6432
♠108
♥KJ7652

Norvite Simultaneous Pairs - Aggregate, 15th January
North - South

East - West

Campbell Stuart and Bobby Moore finished 5th overall. Joyce Hodgson and Stephanie Peaker
finished 14th overall.
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Pos

Players

Score %

1

Sandy Anderson & Stewart Duguid

59.62

2

Frances Murphy & John Stevenson

58.97

300 Club Pairs

3

Jim & Alison Tudor

55.13

Saturday 22nd January

4

Eddie McGeough & Janice Thomson

52.88

5

Ann Braid & Jim Wilcox

51.60

6

Fiona Abbott & Pauline Phillips

50.96

7

Sam & Kate Malkani

50.00

8=

Ronnie & Jean Alexander

47.44

8=

Irene Sword & Nancy Morgan

47.44

10

Donnie & Anne Graham

46.47

11

Ann Fraser & Nice McKell

45.83

12

Jack Cleland & Ian Adamson

45.19

13=

Margaret & Douglas Brown

44.23

Cash prizes for top 4

League Results

31. 01.11

Division One
Kyle v. Kilmarnock Annanhill

10-10

Kilmarnock Annanhill v. Riggs

14-6

Kyle v. Portland A

11-9

Division Two
Ardeer v. Troon Bentinck

18-2

Troon Eglinton v. Bruce

12-8

Largs v. Kilwinning Corsehill

13-7

