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18 teams were expected for the Pollok Willian
Swiss Teams,
November. Unfortunately the poor weather that weel
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On 2T November John Sydee of Kilwinning sadly pa:
away, at the Ayrshire Hospice. John was President o
ABU from 1985 to 1987. There will be an appreciatiol
John’s life in January’s Bulletin.

Ayrshire v Glasgow

On 27" November Ayrshire compet
s with the West district in a oneff
challenge match. The Glaswegians to
. commanding lead in the first half |
L Ayrshire fought back impressively to win
' Ayrshire’s team was rfances Murph
John Stevenson, Stuart McCreadie (
and lan Dick (right) The match we
essentially a practice run, and fund ra
for the Junior Camrose and Peggy B.
which will be held in Ayr in Februar
£135 was raised on the day.

By Janice Thomson........ 11-1 The West district team was Michelle Alexander, Joyce Bensliike

Alexander (centre, back) and Derek Diamond (front) proudly displ

Results & Leagues......13 - 14| his commonwealth nations gold medal.

on Sunday'
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The Rosenblum Trophw paul Gipson

Every four years the bridge world gathers for the World Bridge S¢
This is the World Championships that anyone can play in, soag
of us decided to fly 3,000 miles and spend a lot of money to play
Philadelphia this October.
The main event of the championship is the Rosenblum, the World { Left to right: Mike Ash, Alex Gipson,

Sam Punch, Alan Goodman (hiding),
Teams Knockout. Around it are pairs events and a mixed teams tq Tim Rees and Paul Gipson

further drain your wallet.

Luckily the events are all transnational. Our Rosenblum team, calée®ritish Lions, consisted of two Engl
players, one of whom lives in Scotland and was an SBU selectoreo#iitly, a Welshman who lives in Engle
and three Scottish players who were all born in England!

There were two disappointments with the Rosenblum. Firstly 150 teassignificantly down on previous ye:
and secondly, of the 150 there were perhaps only three that we had dobfhead we were one of those thre
is very hard to convey how strong the field was.

A three-day round robin reduced the field to 64 teams for the kowaic&tages. We were in a group with eight ¢
teams: the top seed being the American-sponsored Mahaffey temamathat included most of thaurren
Canadian Team Champions, a strong Belgian team, a strong Brdesim, another South American team

pairs who played in the last Bermuda Bowl, a Chinese team thadweeahtually win the plate competition,
Italian team that would be runners-up in the plate, and finally a team based on the Camaliarieam.

It is fair to say that we did not expect to qualify from this group, as only the top four woubthigettrough.

Our first match was against the South American team. As i@am&uch and Tim Rees had been playing ir
Mixed Pairs final the previous day | let them have the lie in mgdbrother, Alex, and | sat down agains
Argentinian pair with Mike Ash and Alan Goodman at the other tablelddtea tight match by 8 imps wheut
opponents bid a good slam missed in the other room, and | failed to ddfght three notrump contract. In
defence, nane has yet discovered where | went wrong in the defence (and thegettid a few hours at din

trying!).
Alex and | sat outhe middle match of the day and saw Sam and Tim blast into astithrey scored 31 imps in

first three boards against the Canadian champions. Their comebackalled by a thin slam from Alan and M
that ensured a 12 imps win.

For the final match Alan and Mike rested and the rest of us ptAge@anadian seniors. They were playing foul
handed and | think were a little tired at the end of the day, s ftol cope with our aggressive bidding at
tables and we had a very comfortable 49 imps win. Joint top of our group at the end of the first day.

| expect most readers have probably never played a tournamentam afesix, as it is not the norm in Scot
events and perhaps it is only the internationalists who have experignBet it isdifferent. You have time off -
relax during the day, though some are less good at the relaxing aspeprefer to play two consecutive sess
You score up with the team even when you have not played the hands. Someone has to be captain.

Although 48 lbards a day does not sound difficult, you are playing with screens amdehsity is far higher thi
normal. It is stressful and playing as a team of six is a real plus.

We lost our first two matches on the second day, both by 14-16 VPs, Bvahigan and Italian teams. The fit
match of the day was against the sgeded Mahaffey team and as we walked to the table we noticéldhse g
to BBO2” sign there — we were going to be on vugraph!

As we were doing pretty well, and perhaps because ofphgiMahaffey, their sponsor, was left out and the
professional pairs would play. Sam and Tim would take on Sam Lev aeki Bazczola (universally known
‘Pepsi’) and Alex and | would play against current World Open Pairs champions, Jackndh&wag Fu.

Continued on Page 3
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Continued from Page 2

Sam and Tim had both been on vugraph before, at European Championships, Camrose and Lady Milne e\
would be the first time for Alex and I. Were we nervous? A little, but not because of tlaplugwe are both used
to being watched. However playing against one of the top pairs in the world should make evétyemeip/ous.

Even so, how would you like this to be your first hand on BBO Vugraph?

Board 17 Jo8
Love All Q8632
04
A873
5 KQ10743
Q -- < AJ95
& AKJ8763 592 Don’t be nervous
KJ942 6 nobody’s watching....!}§
A62
¢ K1074
© Q102
Q105 - . : .
The bidding was fairly natural (are you certain thatigl nature
West North East South or a cue bidn this auction?) except that my 4NT bid was a v
Alex  Fu Me Zhao non-forcing raise to & Being confident in your bidding methc
) Pass 1 Pass really helps when you are on vugraph.
20 Pass 2 Pass Fu led the?” 2 and Alex decided to ruff this in hand to ple
3 Pass 3 Pass spade towards dummy. Unfortunatelystiwas not the winnir
40 Pass 4NT Pass line (discarding the spade and leading a club to the nine or
50 Pass Pass Pass best) and we started with a game swing out.

However we did not lose our composure and flattened the score when Safmangre able to penalise th
opponents in a part score on board 23 (the seventh board). The match renginigthtventil the last two boarc
On the penultimate Zhao played a three spades contract carédegslipose 300 for ten imps to us (nota bene, €
world champions play carelessly), and then this happened:

Board 32 942 West North East South _
EW Game ©KJ742 Lev Tim Pepsi Sam At my table, we open one club with :
¢ A1052 10 10 2 20 balanced 113 hand and my 1INT was
J INT Pass 3 Pass transfer to clubs, either weak or gafoecing.
AK5 QJ87 3NT Pass Pass Pass When Alex showed a heart stop | bid
7 Q1093 V6 notrump game. As Alex put down dummy &
& K873 04 a small heart lead, Fu remarked that we
108 AKQ9632 \west North East South Wrong sided the contract, meaning that we
1063 Alex  Fu Me Zhao the heart stop exposed. However this prov
< A85 1 10 INT 27 be wrong when they had no idea whdtac
© QJ96 Pass Pass 3 Pass and just played three rounds of hearts
754 3NT Pass Pass Pass SWwitched to a spade, at which point I quit

grabbed the remaining tricks.

At the other table Sam could see the threatening clubs in dummy after she won the ojp&miitl the ace of
hearts. Now she had to decide whether to continue hearts, playing Lev to not have a stop, ar diaitainds.
Eventually she played the queen of diamonds and we finished the match with a game swing.

The match finished 38-21 imps, a 19-11 VP win for us. We were very happy!
Continued on Page 4
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Continued from Page 3
At the end of the day we were in third place, just 2 VPs behind the group leaders and 12 VPs hkddthof t
team with four to qualify.

The final day of the round-robin started with a bye. Easy to pick the team for this.

In a team of six someone has to be captain and make the finabde@s lineups. Generally this is not ve
difficult as we’ve all mid to play and we just rotate the pairs, but you still need to mhegisions when ti
number of sets are uneven or you reach a critical juncture in thgetion. | captained this time and now hi
difficult decision to make: who would play twice dmg day. In the end | decided to leave the rotations in
and let Tim and Sam play both the final matches, mainly becaussdbmed to be playing most consiste
When they, together with Mike and Alan, beat the Chinese team by 43 imps this seemegbadeigcision.

Going into the final round we were leading the group by 10 VPs, butstitrenly 15 VPs clear of fifth. All th
favourites had been winning big. We would play the seqdacded Belgium team, who were unbeaten a
point. We knewthat we could afford to lose by 36 imps and certainly qualify, buggebiloss would almc
certainly leave us in fifth and out of the competition.

We started poorly, as Mike and Alan will attest to. They wetmg out and said it was easily the hastlthin
that they’'d had to do in bridge as we wer®imps down in the first six boards. We pulled back a few im
board 12 and they felt a lot more comfortable when Tim and Sam brdsthei on board 13 (flat board). TI
were even more content et Alex and | gained a slam swing and we scored heavily oveaghéhtee boar
to only lose by 6 imps (14-16 VPs).

This left us as group winners, 7 VPs clear of the rest.

We were the #25 seed in the round of 64. Unfortunately for us, we playgdGkeed, Green Machine, who
their name might suggest, is the top Irish team who won the Eurgpeanmedals a few years ago. We'c
travelled 3,000 miles to play a local derby!

Although we started brightly, the Irish played more consistentlywantbst the 5@oard match by 45 imps.
was slightly strange to feel so disappointed to lose in the round ofit@&h at the start of the event e
gualifying for this stage was not considered likely.

There are many reasons why | think we over-performéd il not underestimate the amount of suppor
got from home. Messages poured in on email, Facebook, BBO, SMS andrblagaifover the world, not ju
Scotland. It really felt as if we were representing the cgumtherever we came from) and tlgave everyone
really positive feeling. We never felt alone.

Another bridge lesson on Progressive
Criss-cross squeezes..............
.......... Grandad is funny....!!!

873 West to
T953 make 6C on

QJ86  any lead?
65

KQ5
QJ8
KT43
QT7
| T96
. AK764
Gordon Smith’s Grandaughter, Ella 75 'I:A’\g;\gelrlon

J32
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Madge and Aggie

Another tale of a pair of drinkers with a chronradige habit.... %

Scene : Adimly lit bar...... somewhere a bit rough..........

Madge : Have you heard there’s talk of getting a screen set up in the bridge c -
Amongst other things it would be used to show rolling results. So yo
would know exactly where you're placed throughout a competition, or club
night. The results would be there for all to see throughout the whole evening. I'm not sure
it's a good idea you know.

Aggie : Yes Madge, if | remember rightly you were also sceptical about the benefits o iplobiies,
the internet, ipods and, I've no doubt, the combustion engine.

Madge : Do you EVER agree with me? On this occasion you don'’t really have a leg to stand on. It's
the last round approaches where the problem lies. If a pair knows they are 3% or 4% behin
the leaders on the last couple of boards they're going to make some sort of wild bid, perhaj
psyche, in the hope of gaining a top. This makes the last round too much down to pure luck
Bridge is supposed to be a game of skill, remember?

Aggie : By that distorted rationale Madge, perhaps footballers should be kept in the dark about the
score during the match. Because, if they're 2-0 behind and are aware of this factyfhen the
going to push forward and risk conceding another goal?

Madge : THAT is the MOST pathetic argument I've ever heard. You're talking about one team versu
another, I'm talking about an event with numerous pairs. The leaders won’t be able to effect
the result of the second placed pair if they're at another table. The leadées atithe mercy
of a pair that tries a Maverick manoeuvre on the last board.

Aggie : OK then, here’s a better analogy, a golfer coming up to the final hole is 2 shots behind the
leader. The leader is in the clubhouse. Does the golfer in second place chose the risky shot
option over the water, or play safe? Obviously they risk all for the chance of viceomgoie
or less the same in every game or sport, except for bridge. You know exactly how you're do
right up until the end in all other competitive pursuits. If you need to do something imaginati
at the end to snatch a win then the opportunity is often there. Not in bridge though, oooh no
we need to be kept in the dark don’t we?

We've had these massive advances in technology that give us the opportunity to change bri
for the better, and if we do that, then we can make it more appealing to a new generation th:
wants to experience competitive excitement in a game. The computer generagohtds us
having everything immediately, they don’t want to wait until the end of the evening to see ho
they’'ve done. You've done it to me again Madge, my blood is boiling and | need to take out r
aggression on someone, and you're face is asking to be thumped.

Madge : And your coupon looks as if someone has never tired of thumping it.
| actually don’t think you understand anything about bridge at all do you? Watch my lips.
IT IS A GAME OF SKILL. There’s a degree of luck admittedly, but what you're advag &
a last round frenzy of idiotic bidding. My dear, YOU are an IDIOT!

Aggie : Idiot am I? Well YOU are a soon to be EX bridge player, once I've amputated your body fror
its thick head........ 1
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@@]ﬁ@k Tl_ﬁ[@ N@Dz By Liz McGowan

Don’t stretch to open light in first and second selawhen you have spades
You hold :

Don’t
AKQ87 with
654
J10
J87 first in hand vulnerable N

Stretch
_ _ _ _ Spades!
It is very tempting to open your fine spade suit.

But apart from the spade suit this hand is flawkdre are 8 losers, two of your points are in
jacks, and the-3-3-2 distribution is sterile. If partner resporadghe twolevel you can repe
your spades, but what if he now bids at the thesellin a second suit?

When you have the boss suit it is likely that yall get the chance to bid it on the second
round.

If you Pass it may continue: Pass-1prune-Pass-égoapPass-Pass-Pass-1prune; awvdyol
can bid 1S without overstating your values.

If your good suit were clubs there is more of aedas a light opener — minors do not excite
partner quite so much, and they are more diffitulhtroduce later. And clearly if you were
third to call you would open — there might not b&eaond chance!

Solutrom to, How good 18 your Declarer Playy ~ From October's Issue
By Sam Malkani

AQ53 South to make
| was very disappointed in the response | got to my A 12 tricks in
bridge problem. | only received 3 replies; each one AT76 Spadesafter ¢
was correct. So congratulations to Alison and Jim AQ52 heart lead.
Tudor, lan Dalziel and Pat Smith. It is amazing 2 J986
how you get stuck with the idea of ruffing a hea KT98654 J72
dummy rather than ruffing a diamond in hand, and 54 KQJ83
that is the crux of the hand. 876 K
With the heart lead, win and then duck a diamond. KT74
If a heart is returned then ruff in dummy. Play AQ Q3
then finesse in spades and play, khen club to 92
Ace and clain JT943

The most likely return is another diamond, if serthwin with A and ruff a diamond. Then,
spade to A and spade to your 10, cash your tken play a club to dummy’s Ace and take
out East’s last trump and claim. If East returrertK  after your diamond, duck. You have
to take the trump finesse next, then play a diantoride A ruff a diamond and play Kanc
another to dummy’s Aand take out East last trump and claim.
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What would you bid now? By Stuart McCreadie

The panel is back to its full complement this month. Brian Senior returns after gtobgtfirst to participate in
the World Bridge Series in Philadelphia and then in the Commonwealth Nations BridgeiGiship in New

Delhi.

The basic system is Benji Acol with a 12-NT (so weak two’s in the majors); Stayman, red suit tranefes
INT/2NT; weak jump overcalls; RKCB; splinters.
In competition: negative/responsive/competitdoubles; Lebensohl after an overcall of our INT and afte
takeout double of their weak two’s. Michaels.
To add interest, marks will be awarded out of ten. The bid with thé webass will automatically receive
marks. To break a tie, | will useyneasting vote. | will use my discretion to award the other mdirkéike a bid,
will give it a high mark even though there are not many votes for it.
Here are the problems. Decide your answers first and read on...

Wes Wes Wes
K9732 A9872 KJ Love all: imps
\ y 1
AQTS8 Love all; Pairs 6 Game all; imps - W N Ep S
- W N E S Q8754 W N E S KJT752 1p X XX 1<
- - 1C P - - 1H P s
K342 1S 2D P P K7 1Ss P 2C P KQT74 -
? ?
bid could be natural? 3D is the safe  consideration with this problem:
Problem 1. way to begin. Maybe follow up with  Partner, htlding diamonds, might leave
Love all, pairs 4C over his expected 3NT. double in for penalties which | don't
Dealer East The one possible disadvantage of 3  really want; he may have hearts and be
that, as both Gordon and you say, this unable to bid them as if he did, he would
W e: bid may well induce partner to bid be showing a stronger hand; he may |
K9732 W N E S 3NT, when somises we do not belo 3 spades; there might be a club slam. As
- - 1C Pthere. On the other hand when partnerfar as | am able to, | want to keep my
AQTS 1S 2D P Phas a double stop in diamonds, 3NT  options open, so | will cue 3D and await
- ? may well be the best contract. Decis partner's response to this. | will then
time again. a clearer picture of how to proceed in
K942 auction.
Stewart: Three diamonds. Difficult. The proponents of the 3D bid are
Marks: don't like 2S. I might bid 2H, but winning the argument. But possibly they

3D 10; Double 8; 2H 7; 4D
4C5; 3H 2.

Gordon: Three diamonds.

Double is an alternative, but | don't
like it because | have NO diamonds.
If partner bids 3NT now (which is
highly likely) I will bid 4C, which
should get across accurately the
nature of my hand.

Brian: Three diamonds. 3D for
now. Double, though take-out, looks
inappopriate as | don't want to risl
pass from partner when | have a
diamond void and such potential for
a club slam. 4D might be a splinte
support of clubs but I wouldn't want
to invent it at the table. And if 4D
should actually show this hand type,
as some may argue, how will partner
ever make a slam t@s any game

would this be forcing? I think it ought
to be. 3H would be forcing but
unwieldy and unhelpful. It might

suggest five hearts. We might be able

to make a game or slam in clubs.
Therefore | choose the cue bid 3D to
elicit more information from partner.
| like Stewart’s suggestion of 2H, ¢l
would expect partner to make a furt|
bid. But like Stewart | am not sure if
this bid is 100% forcing. If partner
makes another bid, you are well pla
and can either; jump in clubs; judge
whether toplay in 3NT (and you
would be better placed to judge this,
than if you had started with the 3D

are rather optimistic in looking for a

club slam. East has passed at his seconc
turn limiting his hand and South has
failed to raise his partner’s 2D overca
This would imply that East may have
good diamonds, and diamond values
wasted in a club slam.

As Brian points out the nedecision wil
come when partner bids 3NT. Do you
pass or bid 4C%

Sandy: Double. Take-out, which
describes my hand perfectly. As there
lots of diamonds missing my partner
could be lurking and will happily conwve

cue- bid); or progress if you find a 4-4 to penalties.
heart fit. Stewart and | need to discuss As Gordon, Brian and Janice have
with our partners as to whether 2H is indicated, partner is liable to pass and

forcing.

Janice:  Three diamondsThere are
many possibilities to take into

convert your double into a penalty

double e.g. with KQxx of diamonds. You

may score plus 100/ 300, but there will
Continued on page 8
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continued from page 7

be game or even better for your side.

Sam: Double. There is only one
other alternative that | can see and thai
would be 3D. There is not much in it, |
| pick double. 2H and 3C are non-
forcing. (Sam is sure 2H is non- forcing

lan: Double. The hand is too
good to give a simple raise to 3C, anc
goes beyond 3NT which might be the
best spot. Partner will have at the most
two spades, since he has not made a
support double after North’s fourth in
hand overcall. | am aware that support
doubles are not mentioned in the syste
but nowadays most players play them.
Therefore | see no future in the sparse
spade suit. 2H would not be forcing anc
3H would be a bit unilateral.

That leaves dable. Although | don't like
doubling and not being able to play a
diamond through when | gain the lead,
think it is the best bid here, as it keeps
open the possibilities of; a heart contr
a club contract; a no-trump contract; ar
a penalty from 2D doubled.

As arule it is correct to double in this
type of situation when holding two or
less of opponents’ suit, regardless of th
rest of the hand. Here only the quality ¢
the heart suit makes 2H an alternative.
Don't risk opponents playing in 2
doubled When your side has a known
it is not a good idea to look for a pena
double, or risk opponents playing in a
doubled contract. Here you are not st
for alternative choices. Okay | will p
support doubles into the system next til

Problem 2

Game all; imps ; Dealer East

Wes

W N E S

A9872 ) - 1H P
6 1S P 2C P
Q8754 ?
K7

Marks: 2S 10; Pass/2H/2NT 8; 2C

Any readers who don’t use ‘four
suit forcing’ may have answered 2D
If so, then award yourself 10 poin
See page 9. Ed.

Gordon: Two hearts. An extreme cas
of false preference. Partner's hand may
be 3-5-1-4 and too good to simply

give the 3-card Spade raise which he
would give holding a minimum, in whi
case he will simply bid 2S now. In any
case, it must be correct to keep the
bidding open for Partner, and | can't
think of any other way to do that.
Gordon strains to find a logical reason
to bid 2H. He could be right though anc
also partner might have a six-card hear
suit. Anything is a guess.

Brian:  Two spades. Itis over 50
years since there has been a satisfac
solution to this problem - since we all
took up fourth suit forcing. All options
can lead to a ridiculous result. I'd
probably guess at 2S but...

Yes, Ely Culbertson would have bid a
natural 2D, and Josephine would have
selected the best spot. In practice Briar
the “lucky expert”, has guessed well
again and chosen the correct strain.

Stewart: Two no-trump. Again a
difficult problem. Partner has five hee
and mayonly have four clubs and has
promised any great strength. Do | pass
2C or bid 2NT which is not forcing. |
don’t like either, but choose 2NT.

Janice: Two hearts. This is "the
responding hand from Hell". | cannot |
2D as that would be fourth sddrcing...
am more than reluctant to bid 2S with
this collection. Oh dear, | have to show
preference | suppose and hope that
partner can salvage enough not to lose
lot of imps.

Sandy: Two no-trump. A touch light
but don’t want to risk missing game as
partner might have 17 HCP. | am not
strong enough for fourth suit forcing.
2NT limits my hand and thé"Spade or
5" diamond might be enough.

Sam: Two spades. Anything could
right. If partner’s distribution is;

(a) 2-5-2-4, 2S is best; (b) 1-5-2-5, Pas
is correct; (c) 1-6-2-4, 2H is best.

Or 2NT, if partner has a 17 count with ¢
few ten= then 3NT is possible; or if
partner’'s €4, or 5-5 shapes contain a
doubleton spade then 2S may not be tt
worst spot;but if there are three
diamonds in the hand along with ten
cards in hearts and clubs, Culbertson
would be chortling about 2S. In general
he would be amused at the Panel's

discomfiture with this problem.
Sam contributed this hand. It is

time forhim to own up. He cho
2NT and partner raised to gar
with a thirteen Count.

This not unexpectedly was
unsuccessful and resulted in
minus 300. | confess that |
might have chosen 2NT also,
but with a sinking feeling. He
had 2-5-2-4 shape with Kx of
spades, and 2S was a playable
contract.

lan: Pass. Get out before
you are doubled. To bid 2H
would be carrying false
preference to extreme lengths.
To bid 2D (the fourth suit) in a
effort to let partner play NT, or
to bid 2NT yourself would be a
recipe for disaster with only
three cards in partner’s suits ¢
such poor values in your own
suits.

That would seem to be as good
a guess as anyone’s, and | ag
has the advantage of avoiding
the possibility of a penalty
double. But any choice can end
up looking silly.

| choose 2S as it was t

winning guess, and on reflecti

| have the feeling that there
be slightly better odds of
landing on the best spot with
this guess rather than with the
other guesses - although | cant
prove this. | have not tried |
separate the other guesses.

Problem 3
Game all; imps; Dealer West
We: W N E S
KJ 1D X XX 1S
- ?
KJT752
KQT74
Marks: 3C 10; Pass8; 2C 5.

Gordon: Three clubs. My hand
not interested in defending
opposite a doubling partner, and |
Continued on page 9
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Continued from page 8

would bid 2C holding a mucleake
hand. Opposite the right cards, my
hand is very powerful indeed.

Brian: Pass. This handis a
sound opening so passes initially.
Reduce the higleard strength a littl
and | would rebid 3C - which shows
a weak but very shapely opening.

Stewart: Three clubs. If there we
no redouble, this hand would not be
worth more than a 2C rebid. After
partner’s redouble we have the
balance of the points and opponent
must have some kind of major suit
fit. 1 will show two long minor suits
by jumping to 3C.

For the readers, redouble classice
shows 11-12 points, not more than
tolerance in partner’s suit and an
interest in extracting a penalty from
opponents.

Janice: Three clubs. |am worn
out after those first two problems
but now | am looking at a really nice
minor-suited hand. It is really quite
powerful hand...17.80 on the Kaptal
Rubens' evaluator. (I noticed Rolan
Wald using the K and R evaluation
on a hand on BBO last week). | bi
forcing.

3C.

But | am not sure that 3C

forcing. The books say that y
show a sound opening bid by
passing, and you bid to shc
weakness. Thus 3C in theory may
be passed by your partner. If you
wouldn’t like that, perhaps you
should choose Pass. Nevertheless
I think I too favour 3C. West hi

a very strong hand

distributionally, but still only 13
points with no Aces. It is a sou
opener, but | feel uncomfortable
about passing with this shape. |
want to describe my shape now
partner decides he has 1wrong
cards for me and passes, | will
accept that, and take the blame if
there is game on for our side

Sandy: Three clubs. After the
redouble which promises another
bid, pass would show a defence-
orientated hand. Bidding 2C
would show a weak distributional
hand, and therefore the jump to
3C would be a good distributior
hand. Where are all the hearts? |
suspect North will now be
bidding hearts. Should partner
choose to double for penalties, |
have warned him of my shape
while keeping other options such

Well done to the leading quartet.
Thanks to Sam for contributing

hand 2. | am always on the lookout

for interesting hands. If readers

have a hand which they think might
be interesting, please pass it on to 6

myself or the editor.

Fourth Suit Forcing

Scores 1= Janice Thomson 28
1= Brian Senior 28
1= Gordon Smith 28
1= Stewart Duguid 28

5 Sandy Anderson 26

lan Dick 42

7 Sam Malkani 23

as 3NT, 5C or 5D open.

That seems like sound analysis.
Indeed where are all the hear
Your partner probably has fot
leaving opponents with nine.
However North would b
foolhardy to bid hearts at tl
three level. One slight
correction — the redouble
promises further action whe
you pass, and usually partn
will act with a double, which is
for penalties in principle. |
instead you bid, then partner is
not obliged to bid again.

Sam: Two clubs. Bidding
is the art of describing your
hand to your partner — so do it!
2C shows a weaker
distributional opener — possibly
10-11 high card points. Here
you have eleven cards in t
minors and 13 points. |
wouldn’t want to languish in
2C. Members of theanel have
different evaluations of this
hand.

lan: Pass. My partner is
control. Whether partner
doubles 1S if North passes or
opponents start bidding heart:
will be bidding clubs with my
big shape. And he now knows |
have opening bid values.

The choice is between 3C and
Pass, and there is not much

it. Hand evaluation and
partnership style will be th
factors in your decisio

If I was restricted to using just one conventioly, choice would be Fourth Suit Forcing (FSF
enables partnerships to bid more constructivelyerofright siding a nérump contract, ¢
avoiding a poor no-trump contract. It also allovesiyo show additional strength, discover & 5-
fit, or convey a message about your hand when you dm&tFSF in a bidding sequer
However, Problem 2 demonstrates that every conwerdr artificial bid has its downside, as
natural bid is taken away. When wondering whetbestart playing a new conventiatis best tc
be sure that you're gaining more on the Conventismangs, than you'rdosing on the Natur

roundabouts! Ed.
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Extracts from November’s

Council Minaies -

Dukes of Wellington
Sandy Anderson and Sam
Malkani have started mini-

bridge at Wellington schoo | | SAC
in Avr. ' South Ayrshire Council have agreed

to host the reception at the Junior
Camrose / Peggy Bayer.

Classy Buchanan and Breene
Gordon Smith’s late The new guidelines for
class on 19 these events means over 4p
November wa: boards will need to be
another success. It's||| || played for the initial

hoped to run anothe qgualifying round. Because

Screen test.

The proposal to purchase 2
screens for the Bridge centre
has been put on hold until the
finances are looking a bit

class at the end of of this it has been decidec _
healthier.

January. hold both as 2 session
events. They will run ons
Dec 2010 and 27Feb 300 Club — October
2011. £25 Winners
Betty Ecrepont

Caledonian May McClure
When the Caledonian was John Matthewman

dissolved they decided to Winter Sunday
give £1000 to promote bridge resumes on
Juniors in Ayrshire. December 12

# $ " % "
&' % S ) ' )
B ox T ,
! -
/%% 0 %% 1-2 3
3
! 0
% 4 % $' 4
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Bridge magazinessy Janice Thomson

| do like to read bridge magazines. There areynmew ones springing up
online like Eric Rodwell and Jan van Cleef'sdgolitan Clubs". Most

of these require a subscription and they rébt an advertising revenue
but there is a lot of free information, intexwis and articles about current
world events.

Closer to home the excellent ABU website in additio providing us with all the Ayrshire
news, offers access to an online bridge magazidedartourse, we have our own Ayrshire
Bulletin which you are reading at the moment...angying we hope! Tell your friends about
this...for a mere £5 subscribers get the wholeseasssues posted to their homes.

Of course there are other magazines. Quite a fewhie players subscribe to "BRIDGE
magazine", others speak well of the English Bridgeéon's publication.

We have our own Scottish Bridge Union "SBU News'lalihs marvellous value for money. It
does not always meet the timing schedule but nieekess, is really good with something for
everyone. It is only £6 for 4 issues posted to you.

There are free bridge magazines too like "Briddéils is a Mr.Bridge publication and it is
enjoyed by most who get it. My copy arrived todakie only thing is, with this magazine, wt
you open it, out drop adverts for arthritis andrivepaids. | suppose this is catering for the
ageing bridge-playing population (or perhaps casgimon). It is, however, not as bad as the
bowling on t.v. wich is often sponsored by undertakers with the'§mame emblazoned on
screen as the bowls to and fro...

Enjoy your reading!!

A Menaeing Problem souion o probiemon page

lan Dalziel sent in this hand that came uphsat

West to Darley club. There is a squeeze in Diamonds
make 6C 873 Hearts. However, Dedlar needs to transfer f{
on any lea T953 ‘menace’ to the North hand. Suppose there’s a
QJ86 lead, Declarer draws trumps and plays up to the
AJ42 65 KOS of Hearts, North must play the H9, then HAm
A QJ8 Dummyand South wins. _Souf[h may then try to b
AQ2 KT43 up the squeeze by leading aamon_d, but too lat
AKO84 Q17 West wins DA, over to dummy with a spade 1
706 runs the HQ, South has to cover, West rujtg, nov
AKT64 North holds_ the top heart and can’t hold on to
75 ar_1d the Diamonds when Declarer starts ca:

132 winners.

Note that East can only me 11 tricks in club
because an opening Diamond lead breaks u
squeeze.
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Mierview Wiih Fiona Abbo

By Janice Thomson

Our December interviewee is Fiona Abbott. Fiona is known to many of you and she alwaysoskenmvolved,
in some way or another, with bridge! She has recently completed two years as SBidérPand is the
designated manager of the coming Junior Camrose and Peggy Bayer internatiomaldoito@yr, in February.
Thanks for agreeing to this interview Fiona and good luck with the preparations for the almve eve

1. How do you see the Ayrshire bridge scene at the moment?

Patchy. As the only district with our own premises we are envied. | do not think our playesapprhat a lot
of work goes into providing what is a splendid facility. We are so lucky that in the pastirkyplayers gave of
their time and money to establish the Centre. | am pleased to see much more teaoediog o the Centre the
days as that is the future of the game and the more players we get there éartbkassore players will appreciate
it is a place they can feel comfortable in.

2. Why, in your opinion, are fewer and fewer Ayrshi  re players entering our competitions?

Ageing bridge population; lack of encouragement in the clubs. | am starting to seee®apifaearing in local
competitions which is hopeful but fewer players are willing to travel for congpetithat start off in the district
but have later rounds further afield.

3. How do you view the national scene at the moment  ?

Suffering from the same things as we do in Ayrshire. Players are relucteaveioaind the Scottish Bridge Uni
is looking at turning more competitions into Simultaneous boards played in the distsdise 3BU does not
have its own premises it also suffers from discontent with accommodation andgcatets competitions. As far
as international teams are concerned there is now a very good team running trialchimycwhich should in
the years to come improve the results in the Camrose competitions.

4. You have recently completed two years as SBU Pre  sident. What are your best memories of this experie  nce? Any

bad ones?

Undoubtedly the times spent with the Juniors were the high spots. Beijing and Istanbubn@eeful places to
be able to go to in their company. Both Bill and | enjoyed 6 National Congresses at Peeldksaiathe
Highland Congress both years. Pauline and | were able to attend Montrose and Strathpéffeerved to
remind us what good fun these smaller congresses are.

Bad experiences — well — dealing with in-fighting at Council meetings mostigbrtthe West and East districts
over various things

5. You are the designated Manager of the Junior Camrose/Peggy Bayer International, whiis to be held in
Ayr in February 2011. Can you tell the readers somewhat of the preparations for thisvent?

The Ramada Hotel, Ayr is booked for thé'2Z8™ February. Ayrshire District is responsible to the SBU for the
running of this event. We have managed to negotiate a very good deal with the hotel for théhaireahs. By
the time this article is published we will have held a fund raising match adenatest in the bridge centre,
which is also being used as a practice for the technicians under Eddie McGeouch whoumitithg the Bridge
Base Online (BBO) on the weekend. Jim Tudor is undertaking preparation of the booklet, laddies @lilcox
who will be the Chief Tournament Director, has the task of organizing the boards and plajpssecrated with
the actual competitive part of the event. Nearer the time the Ayrshire Couhbi wivolved in various ways
such as meeting the youngsters when they arrive, working in the office and acting eswithnesults etc.

6. Most bridge players applaud the SBU funding oft ~ he junior event above as per that young participant s are the life-
blood of the survival of games and sports . Therea  re some who might not agree and would question this expensive
funding of the small number of juniors we have in S cotland. What would you say to these people?

If we do not invest in our young people our game will struggle in the future. Our position has besatadnoly
the fact that Scotland won both the Junior Camrose (under 25) and the Peggy Bayer (undeyezt) lakis is
no small achievement for a small nation. The number of juniors playing bridge is imgredberdeen is leading
the way with an after-school club running mini-bridge and full bridge tournaments throulghavinter.

Scotland as a whole has a good number of children learning mini-bridge at primarynteaéhaugh we in
Ayrshire are failing to carry this through to the senior schools, | hope in the futureottimee children who
have had a taste of the game will come back. The Peggy Bayer team will haviytsheee players in it so we

must be doing something right. Continued on Page 13
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Continued from page 12
7. a) Are you hoping for a big turn-out of kibitzer s to the event? How will it be advertised?
| hope that as many Ayrshire players as possible will come to the RaMéattaour three Ayrshire youths
appearing there is a lot of local interest my experience junior bridge is exciting to watch. They are fearless
and unpredictable and although their play is not always of the highest order you do see moonérdaad. |
have sat and watched the Scottish juniors at four international events now and | can tedlwegdne through
more highs and lows with them than | have ever done with my own doeters will be appearing and Kate
Malkani is designing a banner which will be on view at the centre and at various SBUawents the country.
b) Is it going to be on Bridge Base Online?

We will have a match on BBO in each session and at the event it will be on vu-graph. A teamrmehtators

who | have always found instructive and entertaining will be on hand.

8 .What do you think is the best thing about Ayrshi re Bridge...and the worst?
The best — The hard working council and the centre which really is a wonderful asset.
The worst — The lack of appreciation for all the work that goes into the services theeprovi

Veatlenal PaIrS ioNovene
L dean Cuminghan & gl kron 64 Rayne TEeams » o

2 Frances Murphy & John Stevenson  63.64 Combined results after 2 Sessions

3 Jackie Ridge & Jane Lynch 60.91
4  Gordon Smith & Sam Malkani 59.09
5 Sam McNair & Ann Braid 54.09

6 Fiona Abbott & Pauline Phillips 50.91

7  Chris Gurney & Thomson Kerr 47.27

8 Donnie & Anne Graham 46.36
9= Angela Rose & Jean Parker 44.09
9= Joe Woods & Alan Lochrie 44.09
11 Nancy Morgan & Irene Sword 39.17
12 Sandy Martin & Margaret Brown 39.09

De=COOA

Kylé s National Pairs Quallnfnlenr 12" November

1= Steve Gray & Tom Lindsay 58.33

1= John Bryson & Jim Tudor 58.33 12 John Haslehurst & Frances Duck 50.69

3 lan Burn & Bobby Moore 57.41 13 Stewart Duguid & Sandy Anderson 50.21

4 Bessie Balfour & Janette Adair  55.13 14= Alex O'Hara & Jackie McCrindle  48.15

5 Shirley Moore & Irene Lindsay 54.06 14= Elsie Burgoyne & Beryl Docherty 48.15

6 Ralph & David Wiseman 53.63 16 Andy Raeburn & Stoian Kableshkov 44.68
7= Wilma Stewart & Madvhi Kothari ~ 53.42 17 Yona Sturgeon & Kath Horn 43.75

7= Marion Lumsden & Cathie Scott ~ 53.42 18 John Dick & Stuart McCreadie 43.06

9 Betty Grant & Bill Girvan 53.24 19 Jim Hendry & Drew Pelling 41.44

10 Maureen Rennie & Alison Tudor ~ 52.31 20 Bill Ramsay & Catherine Garven  40.28

11 Stephanie Peaker & Jovce Hodason 51.39 21 Fred Dean & Valerie Wood 37.61
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Ayrshire Pairs Semi-Finals 1 David & Ira Clement 65.10
1 John Dick & Gordon Smith 64.74 2 David & Ralph Wiseman 64.42
2 Brenda Law & Jackie McCrindle  58.65 3 Tom & Margaret Bonnes 64.06
3 Sandy Martin & Margaret Brown  57.69 4 Jack Cleland & lan Adamson 61.72
4 Donnie & Ann Graham 54.81 5 Rita Stuart & Jonathan Kelk 56.25
S Marion Lumsden & Mary Thomson  52.24 6 Bessie Balfour & Janette Adair 53.91
6 Ann Braid & Sam McNair 51.92 7 Paddy Walsh & lan Jones 50.00
7 Pat Smith & Shela Templeton 51.28 8 Neil Falconer & Anne Cattanach 48.56
8 Ruth McCall & Jan Cossar 50.96 9 Anne Boyd & Margaret Little 48.44
9 Jane Lynch & Jackie Ridge 49.36 10 Bryan McGuire & Roy Henderson  48.18
10 Sandy Anderson & Stewart Duguid 48.40 11 Fiona Abbott & Pauline Phillips 47.92
11 Maureen Rennie & Linda Agnew 47.76 12 Jim Tudor & John Bryson 46.88
12 Frances Murphy & John Stevenson 43.91 13 Stuart McCreadie & Jack Lowe 46.35
13 Ronnie & Jean Alexander 39.10 14 Kate Bain & Esna Orr 4531

Provisionally, top 9 and top 11 respectively to 15 Caryl O'Donoghue & Sue Fraser  44.23

(Ifl)uei“efr{]b-g:!: (\;\gllljr?glcr(r)]gg;mgd’ or otherwise, at 16 Henry Crone & Pat Reeve 44.01
For full results list visit : 17 Jean & George Featherstone 43.23
Www.ayrshirebridge.co.uk 18 Robin & Margaret Cooke 36.72

19 Yona Sturgeon & Anne McLean 34.86
L e a Division One

gues

Kilwinning Abbey

v. Kilmarnock Annanhill 12-8

Division Two

Largs v. Troon Bentinck 18-2
Troon Eglinton

v. Kilwinning Corsehill 14-6

Bruce v. Portland B 14-6
Ardeer v. Portland B 13-7

Late Result from Division 1
1% December

Kyle v. Troon South Beach 13-




